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PREFACE. 



The following addresses are by the Minister and 
Teachers in the Sunday School of the New Church, 
Camden Road. 

With the intention of providing variety in sub- 
ject and treatment, the plan was adopted some 
years ago of the male teachers in rotation de- 
livering an address to the scholars ; and thinking 
that some of these might be useful beyond the 
immediate circle for which they were intended, 
and prove an interesting addition to our juvenile 
literature, it was arranged to publish a few of 
them separately, at monthly intervals. Now that 
a dozen have appeared, they are sent forth in 
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book form, to find for themselves their proper 

place and work. 

I may add that some of them have been 

chosen for re-publication in the United States of 

America. 

JAMES SPEIRS. 

36 Bloomsbury Street, London. 
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DAILY READING OF THE SACRED 
SCRIPTURE. 



The subject on which I am going to say a few 
words to you is on the duty of the daily reading of 
a portion of the Bible, particularly in the morning. 
This is a desirable custom for all, but especially for 
the young, who are forming the habits which will 
by and by make their character as men and women. 
It is also a custom which, formed in youth, will 
never be given up, for after it has been followed for 
some time it will be not only natural to each of you, 
but will be the source of so much pleasure, that 
the love for it will be certain to ensure its con- 
tinuance. 

You must not therefore think that I am setting 
an additional lesson on you who have so many at 

A ^ 
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present to learn. I don't want you to think of it 
in that light. You are only asked to read ten 
verses ; of course, when you have time you may 
extend your reading to a whole chapter, for, as you 
know, none of them are very long. We say ten 
verses to suit all, for no matter how many lessons 
you may have, or however busy you may be, and 
even although you may have got up a little later 
than usual, still you can find time for at any rate 
ten verses in addition to your morning prayer. 

But you will be expecting to be told some of the 
reasons why we ought to do this daily. Some of 
them you know well; the main one is that the 
Bible is the Word of God ; it was written by men, 
and many of the books in it are called after their 
names, but they were merely the mouthpieces of 
God, and, to make you understand it quite clearly, 
these books may be called lessons written to dicta- 
tion. They therefore contain not man's wisdom, 
but God's wisdom. But there is much worldl; 
wisdom, much knowledge, we can only hope t 
learn when we grow up, and much of it we slu 

4 
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acquire, not for the pleasure of domg so, but 
because it is likely to be useful. Now it is not any- 
thing like that that I ask you to do daily. God's 
Book is so wonderfully written that, though it is the 
wisest book in the whole world, it contains a great 
deal which is interesting to the very youngest of you. 
Perhaps you know that the Bible was not all written 
at one time, that many hundred years passed be- 
tween the times when some of the portions were 
written, but as it was not written at one time, so it 
was not written for one time or for one people. It 
was meant for all people and all times. It is, you 
see, God's Word to all His children, and as every 
man and woman was created by God and is there- 
fore His child, God's Word is His message to every 
one of them. But God's Word would not be per- 
fect if He addressed only His grown-up children; it 
is not only written for all men at all times, but like- 
wise for all, be they young or old. Gk)d's Word there- 
fore is not only for your father and mother, but also 
for you ; is not only for the people who lived when 
each of the books were written, but quite as much 
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for all who are now living; is not only good for us 
who are in England, but quite as good for all who use 
it in Africa, China, or any other part of the world. It 
contains especially for you the beautiful histories of 
Samuel, Moses, Joseph, David, Samson, and many 
others. These, I know from my own experience, that 
children never tire of reading and re-reading. The 
delight is every time quite as fresh as it was when 
first read By and by you will come to under- 
stand the wisdom of the Psalms, and the grandeur 
of the writings of the Prophets, and the high spiri- 
tual teachings of the Gospels, and to value them 
even more than the historical parts ; but you will 
never, at least should never, give up your first love 
for the simple but striking stories. Do you think 
that when you are grown up you will not care for 
them j that they were all very well for children, but 
you have outgrown them? In some things, how- 
ever, we should always remain children, and one of 
these ought to be our delight in what delights the 
children, and in what therefore had delighted us 
when WG were children. But unlike the fairy 
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stories which caused us so much rapture in our young 
days, the Bible stories can never possibly fail to 
interest us. Can you tell me the reason why ? No ! 
You can at any rate tell me the definition which 
our Creed contains of the Word of God. It tells 
us that " the Sacred Scriptures or Word of God is 
a fountain of wisdom both to angels and men," and 
further that it "contains a spiritual sense adapted to 
the apprehension of angels, and a natural sense 
adapted to the apprehension of men." We must 
therefore always be interested in the stories on 
account of the wisdom fitted for angels which they 
contain in their spiritual sense, even though we may 
think we have exhausted the wisdom fitted for men 
which the story itself teaches us. The reading of 
Scripture also brings us more immediately in con- 
nection with spirits who love the Word of God; they 
perceive that we are reading it, and they become 
conscious of the spiritual sense of the portion we are 
reading, and their association and good influence 
cannot fail to make us better. Don't you generally 

find that a, hoy or gill's associates and in^xxd^ ewj^^ 
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us to know something of his or her character ? You 
know " birds of a feather flock together." And our 
characters may be known by our friends, just because 
they help so much to make us what we are. You 
can't be too careful in choosing your friends, be- 
cause, be they wise or foolish, good or bad, you 
will be aifected most certainly by them either 
for better or worse. People in this world like 
to mix in what is termed "the best society," 
but whatever our position may be here, whether 
we are rich or poor, whether we have a very large 
or a very small house, in short, whatever we are out- 
wardly, it is our own fault if we don't mingle in the 
best spiritual society, and one of the grand means 
of introducing us to it is a love for the Bible ; and 
a love for the Bible includes not only a love for 
reading it, for understanding it merely, it includes 
also a love for doing it 

I come now to the special reason why you should 

do your reading in the morning. You know you 

require to eat and drink regularly to support your 

jbodjr in health and strength. One meal doesn't 
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go very far; we soon require to take another. 
We should do our school lessons very badly I fear, 
our work wouldn't be worth much, and our play 
would bring us no pleasure if we had to undertake 
them fasting. Just think of having to go to school 
without having first taken your nice warm break- 
fast ! The very idea makes one uncomfortable. 
But have you ever thought that your spiritual bodies, 
the bodies in which you will live in the next world, 
require to be fed in the same way, or they too 
would die ? Yes, but they do. You may starve 
yourselves spiritually, so that by and by all heavenly 
life in you will die. Now what I am recommending 
you to do is to feed your souls with as much regu- 
larity as you feed your bodies ; to take every morn- 
ing your spiritual breakfast as well as your natural 
one. How can you support spiritual life better 
than by going to the Book of Life and to Him who 
is the Bread and the Fountain of Life ? The latter 
you do by prayer, the former by the reading of 
Scripture; and these are necessary to strengthen 

our souls for the duties of the day, lo exL'aX^'^ \sl^\.o 
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repeat our spiritual lessons, to do our spiritual work, 
and partake even in our spiritual pastimes. What 
are these you no doubt wonder! Well, these consist 
in being invariably good-tempered, willing to oblige, 
in being obedient to father and mother, in speaking 
the truth, and so on. Do you think nothing is needed 
to fortify us to do all these things ? We require 
much indeed; and the strength for this purpose we 
obtain by the reception of truth into our memories 
from the Word of God. The Word of God is the 
armoury which contains the weapons by which we 
ought to fight against evil ; it is the granary from 
which we receive the food which gives us strength 
to continue to resist it A boy who is familiar 
with Scripture can hardly be tempted to take what 
does not belong to him without the command 
"Thou shalt not steal" ringing in his ears. He 
can hardly be guilty of any act by which he means 
to show his ill-will and hatred to another boy, 
without having the text "love your enemies" spoken 
in his mind in what seems to be almost audible 
fFords, The Lord Himself, while in the world, 

JO 
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quoted Scripture when He was tempted ; and you 
know His life is our great pattern. We, besides, 
gain power in the use of anything by familiarity 
with it j and the power even of Scripture itself is 
much increased in the same way. The Sacred 
Scriptures in the spiritual world are so powerful, 
that evil spirits there cannot endure it, but flee 
away, so that if we have Scripture in our memory 
we have an all-powerful weapon if we but wield it. 

You have now gathered some of the reasons why 
I say you ought to read every morning a portion 
of Scripture. But I want you in addition to do it 
each for yourself. You may have family worship 
at home, in which the reading of Scripture forms a 
part, but I don't want you to take that as equiva- 
lent to doing it yourself. You should always have 
your own private prayer and private reading of 
Scripture, whatever addition there may be in the 
way of family worship. It is a particularly useful 
habit, independent of the family worship, for it 
helps to make the custom a custom of the indi- 
vidual, and when that is done it is sMxe x.^ ^^cwssr 
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pany him ever3rwhere, and is likely to continue 
and be developed by practice. A custom of the 
family may, on the other hand, be left behind with 
the family, as having had no root in the individual 
heart. 

But we ought further to read the Bible regularly, 
because it contains the highest moral and spiritual 
lessons which we have to learn ; it teaches us the 
lessons which we find hardest to learn in life. All 
our life in this world is meant to be spent in learn- 
ing them, but too often even men and women, like 
schoolboys, waste the time and opportunity given 
them to learn them, and the best of us know them 
but imperfectly when we die. Now you know your 
school lessons which are difficult you have to re- 
hearse and rehearse again and again until you know 
them perfectly; but as these appeal to the memory 
and the understanding only, the hardest of them, 
however hard that may be, are after all easily ac- 
quired, compared with the great lessons which 
Scripture teaches, which must enter our hearts as 
irell as our heads. This may rather surprise you, 

19 
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but yoii will see it is so when I tell you that, to keep 
the command Thou shalt not kiil^ sl great deal more 
is included than you think. Oh, you may say, I 
am never likely to become so wicked as to do that! 
Are you not ? Then be very careful to root out of 
your mind every germ of ill-will, every little seed 
of hatred which you feel towards any one. These 
are the beginnings, the root which, if allowed to 
grow unchecked, will in the end culminate in the 
passions which produce murder. The beginning 
of the feeling, as well as the final outward action, 
are included in this command Don't, therefore, 
be too sure you are not likely to break this com- 
mandment. If we would keep the commandment 
I^ou shalt not steals we must guard against it, not 
only in the form which would bring us to a court 
of justice, but much more particularly in the small 
deviations which only, by a long succession of in- 
dulgences, lead step by step to that final form. 

We have to love not only our firiends — ^and 
sometimes we find that hard to do when we don't 
get all our own way — ^but we liave to diO i<csi£k^^^KSEi%, 
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much more difficult, — we have to love our enemies, 
we have to do good to those who would injure 
us; is not that a hard lesson indeed, one we 
must often rehearse, one it takes a long time to 
learn thoroughly? But the importance of the 
lesson ought to spur our zeal for a knowledge of 
the Holy Book which contains the rules for our 
life here, which can unite us with heaven even now, 
and will take us to heaven when we die ; and should 
secure for it that daily reading and consideration 
which I have tried to enforce. 

Some have followed this plan through life, and 
have said that it was the source of very much 
pleasure to them in times of rest, and comfort in 
times of trouble. Your former minister, Mr. 
Hiller, who used to give such nice little addresses 
to you, or rather to those who are now your 
teachers, was one who had followed this rule from 
boyhood, and who, every session, gave an address 
impressing upon the young folks the duty of adopt- 
ing it 

Begin therefore to do it, and to do it with 
r4 
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regularity. It is a custom which ought to recom- 
mend itself to us, because it is one which cannot 
fail to be pleasing to the Lord j cannot fail to bring 
us nearer to good angels, and make them our 
spiritual associates ; cannot fail to be gratifying to 
our parents, and through life to be a great strength 
and spiritual help to ourselves. 



vs 
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WHAT OUR THOUGHTS ARE 
LIKE. 



Our thoughts are like birds, and the reason why 
I hope you will see presently. 

Whenever we read in the Bible of birds and 
other things visible in this world, we may be sure 
that they concern ourselves, or they would not 
be mentioned there, as God, who created all 
things which exist, and gives life to them every 
moment, inspired men to write the Bible to teach 
us the way in which we must live to become fit to 
go to heaven and live there as angels. At present 
our attention is directed to birds, which corre- 
spond to thoughts or ideas, and whether they repre- 
sent such as are good or bad, true or false, depends 
on the nature of the birds and their qualities, which 
we ascertain by studying theViYisJcAX^^TAM^^^n^s* 
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wren, the smallest bird in this country, hopping in 
and out of the hedges ; and to robin redbreast, a 
jolly little fellow, who seems alwa,ys happy, and 
pipes and sings all the year round ; and also to the 
finches and linnets, which are very numerous in 
different parts of England. 

There is a bird which ought to be specially 
mentioned, that is the skylark, a very ordinary and 
common looking bird, but one with which men, 
women, and children are delighted when it mounts 
into the sky, and they hear his cheerful notes, al- 
though he has risen to such a height that he appears 
a mere speck in the heavens. Although, like the 
skylark, we may be very humbly clothed, and in 
appearance be nothing to look at, yet we may 
have loving thoughts; and our thoughts are like 
the skylark when they are exalted above earthly 
things, and have nothing in them low or grovelling. 

Sparrows are found in great numbers almost 
everywhere, and they represent our common, 
everyday thoughts; but we are told that our 
Heavenly Father taketh care of the sparrows. 
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and you may be sure that all our thoughts, how- 
ever ordinary, are known to Him. 

Perhaps our thoughts relating to the means for 
providing the necessaries of life might properly 
be compared to domestic fowls, who scrape for 
their food on the ground, and lay eggs for us ; 
and in order to provide money to procure food, 
clothing, and education, most men, many women, 
and some children, have more or less to keep a 
considerable portion of their thoughts fixed upon 
things of the earth. 

There are a great many beautiful birds which 
are not suited to our climate, and are never seen 
alive in this country, but we may see them stuffed 
in museums. Among others there are the bird- 
of-paradise, with its superb feathers; the tiny 
humming-bird, with its splendidly coloured wings 
and breast; and most other birds that live in 
tropical or hot countries have brilliant plumage. 
These are very pretty to look at, but they please 
the eye only, and thus may be compared to 
thoughts void of affection ; wlieteas syn^Tk^ \sa^^ 
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rejoice the hearts of all who hear them. We are 
charmed while listening to the many-voiced night- 
ingale, the warbling of the blackbird and thrush, 
with their rich and full notes, with the chirpings of 
the bullfinches, linnets, and other birds, in the 
fields and lanes, and with the canaries in our cages 
at home. Their sweet melody tells us of loving 
thoughts, the different tones or notes signifying 
the variety in the affection. Even the cooing of 
the doves and pigeons seem to whisper of quiet 
loving thoughts ; while the busy chattering of the 
sparrows speak to us of those who are happy at 
the present time, and take no thought for the 
morrow. Song birds, as a general rule, would cor- 
respond to poetical thoughts and ideas. Parrots 
and paroquets, with their brilliant colours, but 
squalling and screeching noises and greedy natures, 
cannot have a good correspondence, and would 
probably represent selfish thoughts without any 
regard for others ; and peacocks are certainly the 
very personification of proud and vain thoughts. 
Birds which do not sing sweetly, mtVi ^n^ fe^-tivers 
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but otherwise useless, would fitly represent thoughts 
of no value clothed in fine or high-flown language. 

There are also some birds we must say a word 
about which are seen or heard in the spring and 
summer, but are never visible in the winter, such 
as, among others, the swallow, nightingale, cuckoo, 
and stork. These are called migratory birds, that 
is, as autumn approaches, they fly away to warmer 
countries, returning again in the spring. Most 
birds delight in sunshine and warmth, and our good 
thoughts are always happier in an atmosphere of 
love, which heat symbolizes. 

The eagle, abovQ all other birds mentioned in 
the Bible, has the highest correspondence, and 
represents even Divine Truth itself. It is a large 
and magnificent bird, with piercing eyes, and 
splendid wings by which it mounts up as if it in- 
tended flying into the very sun; like the spiritual 
ascent of our high, bright, and dear thoughts, 
into the light of heaven. But inasmuch as the 
eagles have to teach ]lheir young ones to fl^^ be- 
fore they can venture far ftoia ti[ve\t xv^'sXs, ^'^ 
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in like manner we must not expect to have 
grand thoughts all at once, but we must learn 
by little and little, and train our thoughts until 
they get strong, and then they will soar far 
above the earth. Perhaps I ought to tell you that 
even eagles have sometimes, but not often, a bad 
correspondence, and then they would be like those, 
who ought to know better, who wish to peer into 
nasty disagreeable things, and penetrate into that 
which is evil and false, to the destruction of what 
is good and true, even as the eagle, when he 
sees his prey afar off, sweeps down and seizes it. 
Probably few of you have seen eagles alive except 
at the Zoological Gardens, and it is scarcely fair to 
the eagles to take as examples those cooped up in 
cages, instead of seeing them flying aloft, piercing 
the clouds, or sitting on the crags and cliffs of their 
native mountains. Eagles in cages might appro- 
priately be compared to our own grand thoughts 
which we are prevented giving utterance to, and 
which are, as it has been said, " cabined, cribbed, 
conSned. " 
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Falcons, of a similar genus to eagles, but much 
smaller, would represent the elevated and quick 
thoughts and intelligent glances of children, with 
the double signification of good or bad according 
to their doings. 

Vultures, on the other hand, would not lose sa 
much by being examined • in a cage, as they feed 
upon the ground, living upon carrion and putrid 
flesh, and from their habits would necessarily 
correspond to bad and evil thoughts ; but inasmuch 
as the Lord, where possible, brings good out of 
evil, so the vultures are very useful in the East, 
where they abound, and by eating the oflfal in 
the streets and elsewhere prevent disease or pesti- 
lence. 

Among birds with a bad correspondence may 
be mentioned owls, who sit moping all day long, 
but at night fly away with a loud whoop and wild 
screech, like naughty men, bent on mischief, 
whose thoughts are never active but for evil. 

Cunning and deceitful thoughts would be aptly 
represented by the magpie, mtYv Yiv& \^w^ ^sx^ 
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white feathers, who delights to steal thmgs and 
hide them away. 

You will remember the fowls in the parable 
which devoured the good seed which fell by the 
way-side. There are also many birds which not 
only pick out the seeds sown in our gardens and 
fields, but by their reckless doings waste much more 
than they eat Now wicked thoughts are like these 
birds, they not merely destroy the good seed (the 
Divine Truths) which the Lord has planted in our 
minds, but they disturb and prevent the further 
growth of the good seed which has already taken 
root there and make it of none effect 

We should be very careful that our pure and 

elevated thoughts are not destroyed by anything 

that is base or evil. The correspondence of the 

serpent has been explained to you as representing 

the lowest or sensual principle of the human 

mind. Now a very remarkable characteristic of 

the serpent is its power of fascinating, and it is 

well known that it climbs up trees, attracts the 

attention of birds, fixes its gaze Mpoii tVveca, and 
a6 
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the poor little things instead of at once flying 
away are enchanted, and in consequence very 
soon fly into the serpent's mouth and are de- 
voured. It is thus with our beautiful thoughts 
if we permit them to dwell on low, naughty things, 
they will soon become impure and be destroyed. 
Evil is very attractive, especially when it is pre- 
sented in a pretty form, like the serpent's. There- 
fore, when we are tempted to think of such things, 
we should instantly strive to put such thoughts 
away from us. 

There is a Persian proverb, that " although we 
cannot prevent birds of evil plumage from flying 
over our minds, we can prevent them from build- 
ing there," and although wicked thoughts may be 
infused into us against our wish, we should not 
encourage them by continuing to think upon them, 
nor, by doing what the evil thoughts suggest, 
permit them to make their constant abode there. 

When you go to heaven you will find that 
your thoughts (and in heaven they must be pur^ 
and good) are at once made raamfe^X. \.o ^wsl \s^ 
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beautiful birds singing among the trees and groves 
in the paradises with which heaven abounds. 

It is very remarkable that the more thoughts we 
have, the more they increase. It is even so with 
the birds that lay eggs, from which young ones are 
hatched. Birds cannot live without food, and our 
thoughts likewise must be fed, and the best food 
they can have is obtained by reading the Bible 
and other good books, and in what we hear from 
our parents, teachers, and others, and likewise in 
what we see in our walks in the country, and 
elsewhere. 

Birds have nests, to which they retire as soon as 
darkness comes on. We also cease to think when we 
go to rest, and the Lord giveth His beloved sleep ; 
but our earnest desire should be to prepare a place 
in our minds where the Son of Man may lay His 
head, and this we should do by carefully abstaining 
from harbouring such thoughts as would correspond 
to unclean birds and birds of night, with which the 
Lord cannot dwell. 
Birds of various kinds axe frequentVy meiiXAoti^d 
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in the Bible, where they invariably correspond to 
thoughts and ideas. So that when in the Psalms 
the birds are called upon to praise the Lord, 
you will now understand that it is not meant 
that the birds can really praise the Lord, how- 
ever beautifully they may sing, but it is men, 
women, and children, with their pure and holy 
thoughts, who are required to praise the I-.ord. 

You know the Psalmist says, " Oh, that I had 
wings like a dove, I would fly away and be at 
rest," which means that when we are tempted to 
think or do evil, we should flee from it, and then 
like the loving dove we shall be at rest. 



a^ 



THE EXAMPLE OF THE CHILD 
JESUS. 



When Jesus was twelve years old He went with His 
parents to Jerusalem, to celebrate there the Feast of 
the Passover. And after the days of the feast were 
over, Joseph and the mother of Jesus left Jerusalem, 
thinking that Jesus was among their friends and 
relations who had gone before them. But when 
they did not find Him with them, they turned back 
to Jerusalem, and after seeking Him for three days, 
they at last found Him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the learned doctors, both hearing them 
and asking them questions. And when His mother 
said unto Him, " Son, why hast Thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, Thy father and I have sou^it 
Thee soTrowingj" He answered t\\eTci^ **\^a^ S& >s. 



that ye sought Me? wist ye not that I must be 
about My Father's business." 

Dear children, in hearing these words of the 
Child Jesus you must remember that they were not 
spoken by a child like yourselves, but by a child 
who had a Divine and not a human father. The 
Child Jesus came down to earth from heaven, 
and therefore was able to become wiser and 
better than all the other children that have ever 
lived on earth; and for this reason He became 
a pattern which all the children that should be 
bom after Him might follow. 

The Child Jesus, therefore, when He went to 
the temple, went there, because, as He said, " He 
must be about His Fathei^'s business;" and His 
Father, as we have seen, was God Almighty Him- 
self, who is in heaven. 

Such also ought to be your object in gomg to 

church on Sundays. Whenever you go there you 

ought to be about the business of your Father in 

heaven, and not about your own business. And I 

s/iall now try to explain to yoM "WVi^X. \\v^ Clvild 
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Jesus meant by saying that He must be "about 
His Father's business," and how you, when you 
come to church, may be about the business of 
your Father in heaven. 

And the first thing that you must do in order 
to follow the example of the Child Jesus, and 
that you may on going to church be about the 
business of your Father who is in heaven, is to 
remember that the church is the house of God, 
and that He is present with you there. 

In going to church, therefore, you must never 
forget that it is the Lord's house, and that the 
Lord has said respecting His house among men : 
^* The Lord is in His holy temple : let all the earth 
keep silence before Him." 

You ought never to forget, therefore, if you 
would follow the example of the Child Jesus, that 
in order to be "about your Father's business," 
you must " keep silence in His holy temple." 

A child that comes to church in order to talk 
and laugh there, and to move about the seats, 
and make a noise, does not follow \\i^ e."^Ra.To:sJ^^ ^*^ 
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the Child Jesus, and he is not in church about 
the business of his Father in heaven, but about 
his own business. 

Do you think that your Father in heaven does 
not know how you conduct yourselves while in 
church ? The Lord knows all your thoughts. He 
knows your " downsitting and your uprising. He 
knows your thoughts afar off. He compasses your 
path and your lying down, and is acquainted with 
all your ways, Fpr there is not a word in your 
tongue, but, lo ! the Lord knoweth it altogether. 
He hath beset you behind and before, and hath 
laid His hand upon you." 

You see, therefore, that the Lord is ever with 
you, and that He knows exactly whether you 
follow in church the example of the Child Jesus, 
and are about the business of your Father who is 
in heaven, or whether you are not 

You must, therefore, never forget that the church 
is the Lord's temple, and that He is present with 
all those who worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Vou must remember also ho^ wrong it is in 
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any one to disturb the devotions of those who come 
to church to seek the Lord there. Let me entreat 
you, therefore, that in going to church to worship 
the Lord you will always remember His words : 
" The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth 
keep silence before Him." 

You must not think, however, that the Lord is 
with you only when you go to church, and when 
you take part in the worship of your fathers and 
mothers. The Lord is not only in church, but He 
is everywhere ; and yet He is not everywhere ; for 
the Lord is not present in wickedness, but He is 
present everywhere where there is goodness. As 
long, therefore, as you are good and obedient chil- 
dren, the Lord is present with you ; and as long as 
you are kind and gentle to your little brothers 
and sisters, and to your friends at school, so long 
the Lord is present with you ; and whenever the 
Lord is present with you He enables you to follow 
the example of the Child Jesus, and to be " about 
the business of your Father in heaven." When 
you are mcked and naughty, and d\so\i^\^w\., ^^ 
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Lord cannot be present with you, and then you 
cannot be " about your Father's business." 

But, dear children, although I have spoken much 
to you about following the example of the Child 
Jesus, I have not yet told you what is really meant 
by being "about the business of your Father in 
heaven;" but if we now turn to some other words 
which are written about the Child Jesus in the 
Holy Bible, you will at once see in what that 
** business " consists, for we read there : " And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in age, and in 
favour with God and man." 

You see, therefore, that the Child Jesus, by 
being about His Father's business, "increased in 
wisdom and in age, and in favour with God and 
man;" and by this you see again that when you 
try to increase in wisdom, and in favour with God 
and man as you increase in years, you show 
thereby that you are " about the business of your 
Father who is in heaven." 

The first thing, therefore, if you would follow 
t/ie example of the Child Jesus, \s to trj lo mcrease 
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your wisdom. But you are well aware that no one 
becomes wise in this world by sitting about idle 
and doing nothing. A lazy and idle boy never 
increases in wisdom; but he increases in the 
opposite of wisdom, and the opposite of wisdom, 
as you know, is ignorance and foolishness. The 
first thing, therefore, that you must do in order to 
be "about your Father's business" is never to 
shirk your lessons; but if you have lessons to learn, 
to sit down at once and learn them; and remember, 
that whenever you sit down bravely, and try sin- 
cerely to get your lessons, you are not only " about 
your Father's business," but your Father in heaven 
is also with you, and gives you strength and per- 
severance, so that you can master your lessons. 
And when you sit down to learn your lessons, you 
must remember again that the Child Jesus sat 
itmong the learned doctors, " both hearing them and 
asking them questions." He never forgot that He 
was young and inexperienced, that He was a little 
child, and required to be taught in order to become 

wise and inteUigen t So also, if you Ae^vxe Vo ^<S^qw 
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the example of the Child Jesus, and to become 
intelligent and wise, you must, like Him, "hear 
and ask questions." A child that thinks that he 
knows everything better than his father and mother 
and his teachers, will never become intelligent and 
wise, but will remain ignorant and stupid. As the 
Child Jesus " sat, both hearing the learned doctors 
and asking questions," so you too ought to sit 
quietly at school, and listen to what your teacher 
explains to you. You must not sit and think about 
something else, but you must sit and " hear,*' and 
when you do not understand what your teacher is 
endeavouring to explain to you, you must follow 
the example of the Child Jesus, and "ask 
questions." 

If you ask modestly for information, and if you 
take an interest in that which persons wiser than 
yourselves endeavour to explain to you, you will 
always receive answers to your questions which 
will satisfy you. But you must never worry 
your father and mother and your teachers with 
questions. Your first duty is always to sit quietly 



and hear them, and only when you do not under- 
stand what they explain to you, you may ask them 
questions. 

Instruction is the food of the mind; and as 
the body is nourished by food, so the mind is 
nourished by instruction. As children at the table 
must eat what is placed before them, so also at 
school they ought to pay attention to and learn 
what is placed before them ; they ought to " hear 
and ask questions," but they ought not to say, " I 
do not like this, and I do not like that lesson." 
For as children do not know what is best for them 
to eat, so neither do they know what is best for 
them to learn at school. They must leave such 
things to those that are more intelligent and wiser 
than themselves, and, like the Child Jesus, the>' 
must be satisfied with " hearing and asking ques- 
tions." It is not, however, by studying your week- 
day lessons alone that you are " about your Father's 
business;" if you study your week-day lessons, but 
neglect your Sunday lessons, you do " your Father's 

business" only half. No one can go to \v^^^nx 

•5^ 



S:i)e (Sx&mifU of tl}e €\)'xlh |e^n^. 

who has not studied well his lessons from the 
Bible ; and no one who neglects his lessons from 
the Bible can say of himself that he has been 
" about his Father's business." For in the Bible 
we learn about our Father m heaven, and without 
the Bible we know nothing at all about Him. 

We besides read there that Jesus increased not 
only in wisdom, but also " in favour i^ith God and 
man." Now, no one can increase " in favour with 
God " if he knows nothing of God ; and if any one 
is wise in the things in this world, but knows 
nothing about the Lord and the things of heaven, 
he by no means follows the example that was 
set him by the Child Jesus. You see, therefore, 
that if you wish to be like the Child Jesus you 
must not only endeavour " to increase in wisdom," 
but you must also endeavour to "increase in 
favour with God and man." 

But do you think that you can increase in God's 

favour only by learning your lessons well and 

striving to be wise? Which child is the greatest 

/kvourite at school ? Is it l\ie bo^ ox the girl 
40 
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that knows most ? Has the ambitious boy or girl 
who strives to outshine all the rest in cleverness 
most friends at school? — Sometimes they have; 
for clever boys are frequently also good boys ; but 
knowledge alone does not bring any one "into 
favour with God and man." Unless knowledge is 
coupled with amiability and gentleness, it does not 
caus^ any boy or girl to be a favourite. In order, 
therefore, that you may " increase in favour with 
God and man," you must try to cause yourselves 
to be loved ; and in order that you may be loved 
by others you must be loveable, and amiable, and 
gentle, and unselfish. I am well aware that you 
will tell me, that it is very difficult, or even that it 
is impossible, to be always gentle, and amiable, and 
unselfish. But you forget that the Lord is with 
you, and that His angels are with you, and that if 
you only try sincerely and honestly, they will at 
once come to your aid, and they will strengthen 
you and aid you in driving the evil spirits away. 
For all unamiable, selfish, and disagreeable feelin^^ 
come from evil spirits, and not ftota '^omt^^^n^'s*. 
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Every morning wlien you rise from your bed, both 
good and evil spirits come and knock at your 
door, and they both try to gain admission into you, 
and whether the good or evil spirits shall dwell 
with you during the coming day depends entirely 
upon yourselves. If you firmly say "No " to the 
evil spirits, they cannot come in to you, and they 
cannot make you unamiable, cross, and selfish. 
But if you freely open the door to the evil spirits, 
you will be cross, and unamiable, and irritable, 
and peevish, and envious during the whole day. 
The best way, however, to keep the evil spirits out, 
is to fasten the door beforehand, and this you do 
by saying your prayers devoutly to the Lord upon 
getting up, and by making it a point to read every 
morning a chapter in the Bible. There are, how- 
ever, two ways of reading the Bible, just as there 
are two ways of being in church on Sundays. If 
you go to your Bible feeling that it is a great hard- 
ship for you to have to do so, and if you groan 
upon seeing that the chapter which you are to read 
/> veiy Jong, then the reading oi l\v^ ^M^ ^ill not 

4^ 



S;i}e (Sx&tafU of tl)e ®|[tlb %tfixi». 

do you much good ; or iif, while reading the Bible, 
you allow your thoughts to wander off, and if you 
think about a hundred other things, then also 
your reading of the Bible will not do much good in 
keeping evil spirits away from you. But if upon 
going to the Bible you think of the Lord, and if 
you think of the Lord while reading the Bible, and 
if you remember that in reading God's Word you 
enter into the Lord's presence, and that it behoves 
you to be perfectly quiet, yea, that in the presence 
of the Lord "the whole earth must keep silence;" 
then the evil spirits cannot approach and disturb 
you while reading God's Word, and by this pre- 
paration you will be protected during the day 
from the attacks of evil spirits; and if you do 
this habitually, and endeavour always to be gentle, 
amiable, and unselfish, you will be continually 
"about the business of your Father in heaven," 
and as you "increase in age" you will, like the 
Child Jesus, "increase also in wisdom, and in 
favour with God and man." 



TAKE CARE OF YOUR SPIRITUAL 
BODIES. 



You have all been taught that we have two bodies. 
" There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body," says the Apostle. The one is for the natural 
world, and the other is for the spiritual world. 
Whilst we live in the natural world, the spiritual 
body is within the natural, almost as a man's hand 
is within his glove, and just as the hand works and 
not the glove that covers it, so it is our spirit that 
lives, and thinks, and acts, and not the natural 
body. And just as a hand is a hand when the 
glove is taken off, so a man is a man when his 
natural body is taken off him, which happens when, 
as we say, he dies. You know no one ever really 
dies ; only the natural body dies — the spirit never. 
When the Lord thinks we have lived long enough 
in this world, He just takes us out ol ovxt iwaXxisai 
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bodies, and we go on living in the spiritual world. 

The natural body which we leave behind our 

friends bury in the ground, and there is an end 

of it. All the angels once had natural bodies, 

but they have left them behind in the natural 

world, and they are still real men and women, 

and walk, and talk, and work, and are a great 

deal happier than ever they were, or could be, 

here. Now, when you know this, you will agree 

with me and understand me when I say that our 

spirits are of much more importance than our 

bodies : just because the spirit will live for ever, 

while the body is only a garment that the spirit 

wears whilst it lives in the natural world. 

Each one of us then has two bodies that require 

our constant care, for our spiritual bodies have as 

many wants as our natural, and unless they are 

supplied we shall look very starved and miserable 

when we go into the other world. Let us try to 

understand what some of these wants are, and how 

they are to be satisfied. The first things our 

spiritual bodies want are food and drink, that is, 
46 
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goodness and truth, for goodness or love is spiritual 
food, and truth or knowledge is spiritual drink. 
On these the spirit lives, and grows healthy and 
strong ; and God gives us these in the Bible, and 
in the love which He is constantly lavishing upon 
us. All the truth and all the knowledge which we 
are taught about God, about heaven, about our- 
selves, about the world and all things in it, all this 
is drink for our spirits. And when we try to do 
what this truth teaches us,, and so become better 
and purer, then the happiness and the pleasure we 
feel is the goodness which the Lord gives us and 
which is spiritual food. The way in which spiritual 
food and drink come from the Lord alone is repre- 
sented in the Bible by His giving the Israelites 
manna from heaven to eat, and drawing water for 
them out of the flinty rock at Meribah during their 
joumeyings in the wilderness. But just as natural 
food and drink are sometimes unwholesome and 
indigestible, and make us feel uncomfortable and 
out of sorts, so spiritual food and drink may be 
unwholesome and bad for us. "WYieii ^ou \0&& \a 
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read books that teach what is not true, or are 
impure in any way, and when you love to do 
what is wrong or unkind, or what your parents 
have forbidden, then you are giving your spiritual 
bodies impure water to drink, unwholesome food 
to eat, and you may be sure that these things will 
disagree with your spiritual digestion, and make 
your spiritual bodies feel miserable and uncom- 
fortable until you give them a healthy diet again. 
You know no one can live entirely without food 
and drink, either spiritually or naturally. We must 
eat food of some sort, and if we do not give our 
spiritual bodies good food, they will be glad to get 
anything, even though it be bad. When people 
are starving, they will eat whatever comes first, and 
so it is with our souls. But you have no excuse 
for doing anything of the kind, for you are taught 
what is good, and have kind parents and teachers, 
who are always ready to help you, and show you 
what books and what kind of knowledge will do 
you most good. There are different kinds of 

spintual food just as there are different kinds of 
48 



Slake Care of jjottr ^ptrttttal |iobiej$» 

natural food, and we do not all like the same 
kind of spiritual food any more than we all like the 
same kind of natural food. Some prefer one kind 
of knowledge, some another; some one kind of 
work, some another. There are two habits which 
we ought always to avoid in taking natural food — 
one is, taking too much, and the other is, not 
taking enough — and we must avoid them, too, in 
attending to the wants of our spiritual bodies. If 
we study too much, cram and stuflf our minds with 
all sorts of knowledge, the result will he a distaste 
for it, and such heaviness and dullness as our 
natural bodies feel after eating too hearty a meal, 
and if we do not study and learn at all, why, that 
means nothing less than spiritual starvation. Take 
care, then, always to read books that will make you 
wiser and better, and try and act kindly and lov- 
ingly to every one, and so let your spirits have their 
meals as regularly as your bodies. 

I have said truth or knowledge is spiritual drink, 
just as water is natural drink : but you know water 
is used for another purpose, namely, iox ^^'^KfiDL% 
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and keeping ourselves clean. Just so truth per 

forms another oflfice for the spiritual body — i 

cleanses it from evils. Evils and impurities are 

spiritual dirt, and any one who indulges in then 

has a dirty spiritual body in the eyes of the angels 

The only way in which he can become clean is b) 

obeying the truths which forbid such evils, and 

then the Lord removes them and cleanses hi* 

spirit, just as when upon earth you remember He 

washed His disciples' feet 

1 1 Then, in the next place, our spiritual bodies want 

clothes to protect them from the weather; for thai 

is what clothes are for, though we are sometimes 

rather apt to forget it What are these clothes i 

Well, they are our opinions, our ideas of right and 

wrong, all that we believe about things of all kinds, 

These protect us in the storms or temptations which 

j ' we must pass through. Perhaps this is rather hard 

'I 
! for you to understand, so we will take an example. 

[1" Suppose a little boy is tempted to do wrong, to tell 

\\ a lie, to take what does not belong to him, or tc 

I; 

act unkindly or selfishly to a brother or sister. Well, 
so 
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he knows he would be doing wrong, he knows the 
Bible forbids him to act so, he wishes to tell the 
truth, he loves to be honest, he is fond of his 
brother or sister. All these ideas of his as to his 
duty, and what he ought to do, are so many 
garments wrapped round him, and they protect 
him in the storm which the evil spirits have raised, 
just as he would be protected by a greatcoat and 
umbrella in a storm of rain. God gives us the 
materials for our natural clothes — the flax, and the 
cotton, and^the wool, and so on — but these we have 
to make into coats and dresses for ourselves. So 
He gives us the materials for our spiritual clothes, 
truths and knowledges of all kinds, and from these 
we make our spiritual clothes. We take that 
knowledge which we can best understand, and 
which best suits us in any given circumstances, 
and think over it and adopt it as our own, and 
thus we make clothes to fit our spirits just as our 
natural clothes fit our bodies. You never see two 
people whose clothes are exactly alike, or exactly 
ot the same size, and so you nevei ^^^ \.^o ^^or^'^ 
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who have exactly the same opinions and beliefs. 
And we must take care of these spiritual clothes, and 
keep them tidy and clean. If we attend to them — 
and we attend to them best by wearing them — 
our spiritual garments, no matter how often we use 
them, will become fresher and newer, and will fit us 
better instead of wearing out and becoming shabby, 
and old, and ragged Children's clothes, you know, 
are not so big as men's and women's, and they can- 
not make them for themselves ; they are made for 
them by grown-up people. Just so, while you 
are children, your thoughts and your ideas about 
things are not so broad and so large as they 
will be by and by, and moreover you get them 
ready-made from your parents and teachers. As 
you grow older and begin to think for yourselves, 
you will grow out of these, and then you will make 
your own clothes ; and mind then, that you do not 
become slaves of fashion. Don't believe things 
just because every one else does, but think for 
yotu^elves, and adopt such opinions and beliefis as 

will be of real use to yourselves and others, and 
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protect you in the storms of life. And try to keep 
these garments as clean, and pure, and spotless as 
those the angels wear. 

There are a number of wants of our natural 
bodies which can hardly be considered separately. 
They are the things that make up our life from 
day to day — work, amusement, exercise, rest, and 
sleep. All these are equally required by our 
spirits. First, as to work. I have told you that the 
body can do nothing of itself, it is the soul within 
that does everything. So you see the spirit is 
always at work when the body is; and what we 
have to do is to see that it does good worL All 
good work comes from the love of being useful ; 
so always try to put this spirit into everything that 
you do. If we work from selfish motives, just to 
get natural pleasures and luxuries, then we are . 
working for our natural bodies only; but if we 
work from the love of being useful, then we are 
benefiting both our spiritual and our natural 
bodies, and this sort of work will help to make 
us fit for heaven, because tVval \s "Ww ^^ •axhsi^ 
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work. Your work whilst you are children is to 
leam, to get all the knowledge you can, this is 
your duty at school; and at home it is to be 
obedient to your parents and kind and obliging to 
alL The endeavour to do these two things faith- 
fully, and to do them from the love of being useful, 
is work for your spirits, and sometimes not easy 
work either, as I am sure many of you must know. 
Then as to amusement. You know the proverb, 
** All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy." 
Our spiritual bodies want play sometimes; it is 
not good to be always at work, it makes us dull 
and weary, and we can't work with spirit. Only 
be sure that your games are always innocent, and 
always try to please others as well as yourselves. 
Pretty stories too are a nice change for your spirits 
when you have been trying to leam, perhaps, 
rather dry lessons, and if they be good, you will 
gain many a useful lesson from them besides the 
pleasure you will enjoy in the reading. Our 
natural bodies require exercise to keep them strong 

^nd healthy, and so do our spiritual bodies. We 
S4 
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must give them something to do. Suppose a boy 
is always thinking about eating and drinking, and 
playing, is idle and lazy, does not leam his lessons, 
and never wishes or tries to be useful to others, do 
you think his spiritual body is strong and healthy ? 
No, you would find it a very poor, sickly thing, 
and be sure that is how it appears to the angels. 
You know we are only able to walk far by using our 
limbs frequently, and in regard to writing, though 
we know in our minds by seeing them often how 
we ought to shape our letters, it takes the hand a 
long time in learning to be quick and correct. 
Give your minds something to do, and try to 
cultivate the love of doing some good in the 
world, and this will be exercise for your spirits 
which will make them really strong. Then again, 
our spirits get tired, and want rest and sleep, just 
like our bodies. Generally, they sleep at the same 
time, though not always, for you know sometimes 
our minds are wide awake, that is dreaming, while 
our bodies are fast asleep. Even the angels need 
sleep after their day's duties \ \l \s \}cv^ \iQi^ ^^w^ 
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who "slumbers not nor sleeps." But He sends 

sleep to our bodies and spirits alike when we are 

tired, and so gives us fresh strength and vigour 

for work. 

When our bodies fall sick and ill, another want 

arises; and the attention which is paid to this 

want is not always pleasant to us. Our friends 

give us nasty medicines, forbid us to do this or 

that, we get weak and miserable, and can't enjoy 

life as we used to do. Our spiritual bodies are 

sometimes ill too ; very often, indeed. And then, 

to restore them to health, God, who is the Great 

Physician, — you know how He used to heal the 

poor sick people when He was on earth,-7-He has 

to give us nasty medicines, and deny us this or 

that pleasure. If we are selfish, untruthful, idle, 

passionate, careless, and so on, we are suffering 

from » so many spiritual diseases, and we must try 

to help God to cure us by struggling against them, 

and submitting to take the medicine He sends 

us in the shape of troubles or disappointments. 

You know there is a saying that evil brings its own 
5^ 
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punishment, and that is the case, because God is 
so good. Evil is spiritual disease, and there is 
no disease for which He has not a remedy, and 
this consists partly in the punishments which we 
are sure to suffer in one form or other when we do 
evil, and partly in the endeavour which He is 
always making to lead us to what is good and true. 
There is one important difference between natural 
and spiritual diseases ; natural diseases sometimes 
cannot be cured, but spiritual diseases, however 
bad they may be, can always be cured, if we will 
only let the Lord have His way and do our best to 
help Him. There are no sick people in heaven, 
no lame, none afflicted in any way. God has 
cured them all. 

Here, then, I must stop, for I think I have said 
quite as much as you will be able to remember. 
And I think even the smallest among you will be 
able to see how important it is that we should take 
care of our spiritual bodies, and how many wants 
they have, even whilst they are living in this world. 
For it is certain that if we do not take soxxv^ cax^ 
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of them here, and tiy to make them strong j 
beautiful and angelic, we shall not be able to 
so after we have gone into the other world, '< 
therefore shall never be able to join the ang 
or have a home in heaven. 
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AMONG THE LAKES AND 
MOUNTAINS. 



My dear Children, — I am very happy to meet 
you all again after the long midsummer holidays, 
and I hope you have had a great deal of enjoy- 
ment since we last met in our Sunday-School. 

I dare say many of you have had a great treat 
by going out of town either to the sea-side or into 
the country; if so, I would simply say it is a good 
plan to talk to your playmates and friends about 
the new things you have seen and heard. By this 
means you will get pictures in your minds of many 
beautiful places, and you will store up in your 
memory many useful facts. Thus you can enjoy 
your holidays over and over again. Well, we big 
folks like holidays as well as you little folks, and I 
am going to talk to you about my summer holiday, 
which has been one of the grandest I have ev^^ 
had in my life. 



I have visited one of the most beautiful coun- 
tries in the world, a country sometimes called the 
playground of Europe, a country of which the 
two chief features are Mountains and Lakes. 

It is about these two characteristics that I am 
going to say a few words to you this morning. I 
imagine that every one who has been in Switzer- 
land will say that I omit a very remarkable feature 
of the country, if I do not at least notice the lovely 
valleys that the traveller comes across nearly every- 
where he goes. The mountain and meadow pas- 
tures are very rich, consequently in summer they 
are pretty well covered with flocks of sheep, and 
with herds of goats and cattle. Forests of trees 
and shrubs are also very numerous. A person who 
sees this kind of scenery for the first time is 
amazed at the richness of vegetation and the 
warmth and beauty of the valleys, within such a 
short distance of perpetual snow, which covers the 
tops of many of the mountains. 

Perhaps you have learned in your geography 

something about the snow-mountains, and the 

great use they €ire to the other parts of the earth. 

These snow-mountains take care of the valleys 

In two ways : — ist, They coWecl iVi^ mo\s.ture out of 
60 



the winds and clouds, and store it up in the shape 
of snow, which, when the warm weather comes, 4s 
melted and rushes down, as mountain brooks, to 
replenish the mighty rivers ; sometimes it trickles 
down in tiny streams which you might turn out of 
their course by your hands. These little streams 
perform a very important use, for they enrich and fer- 
tilize the soil in every direction, and thus they help 
the valleys to grow fruit and com in abundance. 

2ndly, The mountains have a great effect upon 
the temperature. When it is very hot they cool the 
air with the breezes formed around their heights, 
and they shelter the valleys from the strong, cold 
winds — they " temper the wind to the shorn lamb." 
You know that people do not generally live on 
the tops of the mountains ; they build their houses 
on the hill-sides for shelter and warmth, and they 
come into the valleys to do their every-day work. 
We must remember, therefore, that the mountains 
protect the valleys; they also yield an immense 
amount of mineral wealth; and from their large 
storehouses they pour bountiful supplies of water, 
which fertilize the earth and make everything grow. 

Lakes are large bodies of water, and are ^erc^- 
rally very clear and beautiful m coVomt. '^V^ 



Swiss lakes are remarkable in this respect Some- 
times you see the water a deep blue, at other 
times a bright green, but nearly always clear and 
transparent. Lakes add very much to the beauty 
of the landscape, and also perform important uses. 
They are large reservoirs that prevent all the water 
running away, as it would do if there were only the 
rivers, and they usually give it out to the land in 
small streams as they receive it Lakes are fed 
sometimes by springs. Thete springs again are 
formed partly by the rain and dew which the earth 
sucks in, and pardy by the stores of water which the 
mountains collect The water forces its way down 
into the earth until it comes upon something that 
will not absorb it, when it rises again as a spring. 

I brought home in my bag a few photographs of 
some of the charming scenes surpassing in beauty 
anything I had ever seen before, but I brought 
back in my mind a great many more pictures, that 
I shall be able to see and enjoy all my life. 

I want to tell you a few of the impressions made 

upon me, and to draw a simple lesson or two for 

you that the sight of this grand and beautiful coun- 

try suggested to me. 

While sailing on the lakes, and dva!?Mi^>x^ NJaa 
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mountains, and getting many lovely views, the 
thought came into my mind how delightful it must 
be always to live with such scenery around one, 
and I remembered what we are told by Swedenborg 
about heavenly scenery, how it is a great deal 
more beautiful and splendid than anything we see 
or can picture to ourselves here, even when the 
sun is shining constantly, and making all things 
look bright and beautiful. It struck me that we 
can spiritually live amongst bright and beautiful 
lakes and mountains, even while as to our bodies we 
are obliged to live amongst dirt and mud, under 
thick clouds and in fogs, which are very frequent 
m some of our large towns and cities. I want, 
if I can, to make you understand this idea by 
showing you the correspondence of lakes and 
mountains. 

You all know that water corresponds to truth 
and knowledge. Now at school, while you are 
young and your memory is so easily impressed, 
you are really forming lakes in your minds, and 
if you try to learn well and to remember all the 
good things you are taught at your every-day 
school, here on Sundays, and at home by your 
parents^ you mil very soon have \>n^l ^xA\i^"«»5Qk^ 



ful lakes of knowledge within you, which will give 

you an immense deal of pleasure and delight I 

remember one little circumstance which suggested 

another lesson to my mind. I was travelling one 

day on a steamboat, and though I knew how very 

difficult it is to judge of distance on the water, I 

quite expected three or four times that we were 

commg to the end of the lake immediately, but 

after going along at a good rate for an hour or 

more, instead of reaching the end, I found that the 

lake branched out in two or three directions and 

extended for miles further. It is often so with the 

knowledge we acquire and with the lessons we learn. 

We sometimes think we know all there is to be 

learned, — perhaps one has just got to the end of 

the arithmetic or been all through the grammar, 

— but we find, instead of coming to the end, that 

there are new views and new paths striking out in 

all directions. It is only by going steadily on in 

the very same course that we are able to arrive at 

these new views and new ideas. It is so with 

every branch of natural knowledge, and still more 

so with the spiritual truth which we learn from 

the Bible ; for this, you know, is Infinite, that is, 

without any end. 
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Although you cannot always see the use of some 
of the lessons you have to learn, we who are older 
know by experience that it is a necessary path 
along which you have to travel in order to enjoy 
the good things we want you all to have in the 
end. There is another thought on this subject. 
You are sure to be always learning something, and 
I want to impress upon you to try to learn only 
that which is good, but not to be desirous of learn- 
ing from bad boys or companions what you feel is 
not quite right, or else your minds will become 
little muddy pools of dirty water instead of large 
and clear and beautiful lakes. As an illustration 
of the kind of learning you should avoid, I may 
mention the tricks that schoolboys have of teazing 
one another, 'also tricks to impose upon their 
teachers by which they manage merely to get 
through their lessons instead of learning every- 
thing honestly and thoroughly. I dare say you all 
know a little about this kind of thing, but the less 
you know and learn of it the better and happier you 
will be. 

I have now to tell you about the spiritual mean- 
ing of "mountains," which, you know, are very high 
hills, and they correspond geneiaW^ \.o ^ >kv^ ^2^^ 
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holy state of affection or love. Sometimes when 
mountains are mentioned in the Bible an evil state 
of love is described, which is as strong and almost 
as firmly fixed as a mountain is naturally. This is 
the mountain of self-love, which all of us have to 
remove, and which the Lord has told us we can re- 
move where He says, " If ye have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall re- 
move ; and nothing shall be impossible unto you." 
To come back to my journey. I climbed up 
several mountains and found it very hard and slow 
work. There is a railway up one of the mountains 
called the Rigi, but even that goes very slowly, 
only about as fast as most of you can walk on a 
level road. I slept one night at the top of this 
mountain on purpose to see the sun rise the next 
morning. It was most beautifully fine, and the 
grandeur of the sight is more than I can describe. 
There were very many people up there for the same 
purpose as myself; and though the sun ^as to rise 
a little after three o'clock in the morning, we 
were all anxiously waiting to see his first appear- 
ance. He came up with a faint rose-coloured 

JjS'At, and gradually grew larger aTi^\>Ti^\fi.T until 
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he shone on everything around, making even the 
lops of the snow-covered mountains, which were 
visible for many miles, glow with warmth of colour 
and beauty, and showing us the fogs and mists 
that were down in the valleys below us. 

This condition is an exact image of the states 
we are in when we are in a good and High state of 
love, — when we see and feel spiritually that the 
Lord, to whom the sun corresponds, is rising and 
shining upon our lives. This He always does if 
we are spiritually on a mountain, or what is the 
same thing, if we are trying to be and to do good. 

From the top of a mountain we can see much 
farther and many more things than from a valley. 
We realize that there is no limit either above or 
around us except the bright and beautiful sky. 
. We are able to look down upon the mists and fogs 
— ^the sad and gloomy thoughts — ^which belong to 
the valley. In this respect the valleys represent 
the low and worldly loves which we all have, and 
which, it is sad to say, some people prefer to live in 
constantly, instead of making the eflfort necessary 
to climb to the hill-tops. 

In a good sense valleys represent the eaxt^j^V^ 
and therefore relatively low states ol n\\ii^\xv ^\sv^ 
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we all have to spend a great deal of our time. 
The business of eating, drinking, and playing is 
absolutely necessary, and very good at the proper 
times, but when so engaged we may be said to be 
in a valley; while on the other hand we are on 
a mountain when 'we are employed in diligently 
studying God's Word and in doing His command- 
ments. 

You will remember that in ancient times people 
used to worship on mountains, because they felt 
that it raised them above their usual worldly states 
of mind. You know that the Ten Commandments 
were given from Mount Sinai. We read that 
"The Lord called Moses up to the top of the 
mount," and that " Moses was in the mount forty 
days and forty nights." Again in that beautiful 
song of Moses, which was written in commemora- 
tion of the children of Israel being saved from the 
Egyptians by the waters of the Red Sea, it is said, 
when speaking of their entrance into the land of 
Canaan, "Thou shalt bring them in, and plant 
them in the mountain of Thine inheritance." When 
our Lord was upon earth we read repeatedly that 
" He went up into theJMount of Olives," also that 
^'He went up into a mountain to \>ta.^r ^xA Vastly^ 

68 



you will recollect that the sermon, wherein amongst 
other things we are taught ^ow to pray, was spoken 
by the Lord Himself on a mountain. 

It would be easy to quote many other remark- 
able passages from the Bible where mountains are 
specially alluded to, but these will be sufficient 
I think to show you that what is meant must be 
something more than a mountain in its natural 
sense merely. • 

Now, your various affections are hills and moun- 
tains, and what you have to do is to take care that 
you do not love to dwell upon mud-heaps, which 
fitly represent our loves of indolence and selfish 
indulgence. People who live to gratify these loves 
never rise to the full " measure of a man, that is of 
an angel," but they are constantly sinking lower 
and lower both in their mind and heart. 

You must not be satisfied with little hillocks 
only, but you must try to climb up the highest 
mountains you possibly can. You will then be 
able to see more and more of the beautiful things 
God has created in the world of mind and spirit 

To learn to love goodness and truth is even 
mere important than getting knowledge. It catv 
only be done by endeavouring consXaxiJiX.^ \.o ^n^\^ 



doing what is wrong, and striving always to do 
what we know is right When we do this the 
Lord sends His angels to help us to keep in the 
right way, and when they are with us they fill our 
minds with happiness, and strengthen our good 
feelings, so that by and by we learn to hate eveiy- 
thing that is wicked, and good affections become 
rooted in our minds. They grow stronger and 
higher the more we use them; we add to them 
day by day and little by little; until at last 
we can say with the Psalmist, "Lord, by Thy 
favour. Thou hast made my mountain to stand 
strong.*' 

This passage of course refers to the love of the 
Lord ; and we only truly love the Lord when we 
try to keep His commandments. As this love be- 
comes a part of our spiritual nature we have a sure 
protection against the strong cold winds of evil 
thoughts and feelings which arise at times in the 
minds of us alL 

This mountain of love to the Lord will also yield 

abundant supplies of pure water. You remember 

what our Lord said to the woman of Samaria, 

" Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 

Aim shall never thirst ; but t\ve ^sX^x \3[i^i I shall 
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give him shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life." 

I have said that mountain-climbing is very hard 
and slow work, but it very well repays you for all 
the toil and trouble ; for, when accomplished, you 
see beauties that you never could see if you did 
not strive to get to the top. 

The love of father and mother should be a 
mountain within you, and you are climbing up 
when you learn to be obedient to them, however 
difficult it may be to you. You are climbing 
again when you are willing to give up your own 
pleasure, and to do what you can to please your 
brothers and sisters. You are forming both lakes 
and mountains within you when you try to learn 
your lessons well, and try to love and do what 
is right, because God has commanded it Our 
life all the way through should be constantly 
a mountain-climbing journey. I can only hope 
that we all shall at last " go up to the mountain of 
the Lord's house, and ascend into the holy Hill 
of Zion." 
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OUR BOOKS OF LIFE. 



We are accustomed to think that it is only very 
clever people who can write books, or those who 
have been trained to it I fancy most of you think 
you will never come to the time when you will be 
able to write a book which will be read by thou- 
sands of persons with pleasure and profit Even 
your school-books, you know, contain a great deal 
of knowledge which you find it very hard to learn, 
and would find it harder still — if not quite im- 
possible — to write. Your story-books, too, are so 
charming, that you feel sure you could never tell or 
write an entirely new story which would be as fine 
as they are. And then the pictures which are in 
them, some in colours, seem to make it more diffi- 
cult stilL Yes, I think you all feel that you are 
never likely to be an author. And I am of the 
same opinion. With ordinary book-TftsJKvcv^ ^\^ 
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a few of you are likely to have anything to do. 

But you all, yes, even that little one of two years 

old, will become authors, you will all write a book 

containing wonderful things and wonderful pictures. 

Now, is it not strange that I should say so, after 

telling you how hard it is to write a book ? In 

what way can I account for it ? How can it be 

possible for you all to become authors? But 

perhaps the funniest part of it is that many have 

become authors who never knew anything about 

it ; and, indeed, you have all begun to write this 

wonderful book already. "Yes, but teacher," 

I think I hear one of you say, " little Mary can't 

write, she can't even read, so s^ can't have begun 

to write a book ! Besides, she has got everything 

to learn, and it is only people who know a great 

deal who can write books." That is true, or ought 

to be true, of those who write books to be printed 

and sold; but your books, and all the books of 

which I am speaking, do not require to be written 

down on sheets of paper, and then sent to the 

printer to be set up in type. Our books are far 
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too beautiful to be printed in that way. They can- 
not be fully written down in words, and we do not 
need to know how to read and writei before we 
begin to make them. 

Is not that surprising? What can I mean by 
it? Well, by the very wonderful book which 
you are now writing, and will I hope continue 
to write for very many years, I mean the record 
of your life, which you begin to write as soon 
as you begin to live. It is written, hot on sheets • 
of writing paper, not in copy-books, but in your 
inner memory. You know you have another 
memory, which does not always remember when 
you wish it, and if you have been naughty, does 
not forget always either. It is into this memory 
that you are daily trying to cram all your lessons, 
some of which seem to get in with some difficulty 
and to fall out remarkably easily. In fact, I know 
you find it rather troublesome to write your lessons 
in it daily with the needful accuracy. This ex- 
ternal memory is always imperfect, always unre- 
liable, and often will not anavjet \ift?av^SAaX.€^ ^si 
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our demands upon it, and, besides, ends with our 

life here. This is not the memory which forms your 

book of life. That consists of the inner memory, 

which will, like ourselves, continue to exist for ever. 

The inner memory is an unerring record of our 

life, of all we have seen, thus of many beautiful 

pictures and also many ugly ones, of all we have 

heard or read, and of all we have thought or spoken 

or done, therefore of very many good thoughts, 

words, and acts, but I fear also of very many 

which are quite the opposite. In it everything is 

written with the greatest minuteness, and many 

things, indeed very many things, of which we are 

never outwardly aware, which have never had any 

part in our outward memory. This you can now 

see is the book that all, even the youngest of you, 

are now writing, and which you cannot help 

writing. But the chief thing in it you have the 

power over, and you can, and ought to, make it a 

beautiful and uniform record of a life trying to 

find out and do the truth which the Lord has 

revealed to us in His Word. Of this I shall have 
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more to tell you. But you are aware that men write 
books of very different sizes. Now, if you don't live 
very long you cannot expect to write a very long 
book, can you? But though you cannot tell what 
the size of it may be, you can make its quality en- 
tirely as you choose, and the value and excellence 
of a book do not depend on its size. Swedenborg's 
" Rules of Life," for example, which form but a 
single sheet, outweigh in value most of the religious 
works ever written, although they weigh tons and 
tons. Therefore be careful to write well. 

But what would you think of a man who said, 
"I will write a book," and who sat down to 
do so without having made up his mind what 
the subject of his .book should be, and who 
mixed up geography and arithmetic and grammar, 
and a dozen other subjects, so that you could not 
learn any of them, but only wasted your time in 
trying to find out what he meant and what to 
learn firom it? You would say the book was 
useless, because it was without a purpose ; and so, 
in order to make our books uselxiX \.o oxsk.^c*^^ 
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and others, we must have a purpose, and that 
purpose a good one. 

The high purpose which we should have in 
making our record, the plan we should form to 
ourselves to be followed throughout our life, ought 
to be to love God above all things and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. And you show your love to 
God best by keeping His Commandments, and 
your love to your neighbour, not by saying you 
love him, but by doing whatever you can to help 
him and make him happy. In what way then can 
I do so? let each ask himself. Now, if you 
were a doctor, you would show it in the utmost 
kindness to the sick persons you were attending, 
in looking after them very carefully, even though 
they were poor and could not pay you, and by 
providing in every way for their recovery that your 
knowledge of medicine taught you. Not being a 
doctor, but only a schoolboy, in what way then, 
let each say to himself, can I love God and my 
neighbour, and in what way can I show that I 
love God by doing His Commandments, and my 
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neighbour by doing what will be good and useful 
to him ? One way by which you can show your love 
to God is by obeying the commandment which tells 
you to honour your father and mother, by giving 
a ready and willing obedience to their wishes. 
^ Do not require to be told several times to do any- 
thing they ask you to do, but cheerfully do it at 
once. You will best show your love to your 
neighbours by kindness to your brothers and 
sisters, and by sharing with them and your other 
playfellows whatever you receive, which will give 
them pleasure, whether it be toys or sweets or nice 
books for you and them to read. By and by you 
will no doubt find other, perhaps higher, modes 
for the expression of your love to them in being 
able to be useful to them in other ways ; but go 
on writing chapter after chapter with this fixed 
purpose in view, and you may be sure you will 
be making a noble record, and writing a grand 
book. 
But though the object of every one ought to be, 

to be serviceable to his ne\g|abo\xt^^ ^sA ^^xksv 
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to show his love to them and to the Lord, each 
must try to be serviceable in a different way, and if 
each follow his own yray it will be a different one, 
because each one differs from all his neighbours 
and from all other men that ever have been or 
ever will be bom. Now, books may be classed as 
either readable or unreadable, as likely either to 
make us wiser or more foolish, to do us good or 
harm. Among the different kinds of books you 
will find novels and romances; books of great 
accuracy, but containing only hard science; books 
of mathematical tables, books of travel, books of 
dry theology, and many of criticism that merely 
find fault with others; and there are books of 
beautiful poems. Now we write the best book 
when we write one which will help to make us 
wise and lead us to do good. Do not let us be- 
come a hard and dry book which nobody will like, 
and which will lead nobody to be better than they 
were before. Let each write something, and let 
each be a book which will be pleasant and agree- 
able, which will delight and enlighten all. 
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Our books of life, too, will constitute and show 
what our character is to all eternity; for you know 
every author has his own style, has a manner of 
writing which is peculiar to him, which is due to 
his training and to his character, and you see our 
books of life are our very character itself. Now, 
during our training, during the time we are learn- 
ing to give expression to our ideas, we are forming 
our style, and after it is formed we shall continue 
ever afterwards to write in the same style, and so 
we are often able to recognize an author from his 
works, and to say at once, " Oh, that is by Carlyle, 
or Macaulay, or Addison." Now we are forming 
our style while we live in this world, and we shall 
have completely formed it at death; after that it 
will not alter greatly. 

It is therefore most important that we should be 
careful to form a good style in writing our book, as 
indeed it is to form a good style in doing every- 
thing we have to do. One of the first uses of our 
books of life will be to judge us in the other life. 
You know the Word of God is \Xv& "S»oO«l ^\ Ai&fc^ 
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and when we go into the spiritual world we shall be 
judged by it The Apostle John says in the Book 
of Revelation, " I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God : and the books were opened ; and 
another book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life : and the dead were judged according to those 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. And whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake 
of fire." Now the Word of God, which contains 
the Ten Commandments and the Two Command- 
ments, will judge us: the Book of Life will be 
opened and the books of our lives will be opened, 
and we shall be found written in the Book of Life 
if we have kept the commandments it contains; for 
the Lord has told us, " He that hath My com- 
mandments and doeth them, he it is that loveth 
Me." But whoever is not found written in the 
Book of Life shall be cast out into the lake of fire, 
that is to say, will find his spiritual home among 
those who have the same wicked passions as he 
has himself. 
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But you will ask, How can we possibly have our 
names written in the Book of Life, if the Bible is the 
Book of Life ? We can have them written there. 
For let us, by knowing and doing what the Lord 
has taught us, have the Word of God written in us, 
and then we shall be certain to be found written in 
the Lamb's Book of Life. If it be written in us, we 
shall certainly be found written in it, for we shall 
then be in that state of which the Lord says, " I 
will put My law in their inward parts, and write it 
in their hearts." You know we only discovered 
the art of making printed books, such as those we 
have now so many of, about four hundred years 
ago. Before that time all books had to be written 
by the hand, and consequently both books and 
readers were few. In ancient times books were 
written, not on leaves which can be conveniently 
turned over, but on a long scroll, which was rolled 
on one stick and unwound on to another when in 
use, so as to expose just a little bit at a time. 
They were then continuous, like the record of our 
life on our spiritual memory, "^loiciJa. \^^ «:t^ x^^ 



can be unrolled like a scroll before us when there 
is any necessity for its being opened. 

In this way our book of life will contain many 
other books if we are fond of reading; with the 
thoughts that strike us while we are reading as 
comments; and if we should become authors it will 
contain a complete edition of our works, of the 
books we have written, I mean, as well as of all our 
works, whether thoughts, words, or acts. I have 
now shown you that our aim ought to be to be use- 
ful to others. If this be our aim we shall ourselves 
be happy, as well as be trying to make others sa 
But we should know something in addition as to 
the special way in which we can best contribute to 
our neighbour's happiness, our books should have 
a subject, our lives should have an aim. This 
subject we should pursue with a single eye; and 
some of the early chapters of that book, some 
of the chapters you ought to be writing now, are 
those on obedience to parents, — a very important 
chapter, which is taught in the only commandment 

having a piomisQ attached to its fulfilment, and 
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hence generally called "the commandment with 
promise.'' Other chapters are on punctuality, on 
diligence in studies, on kindness to brothers and 
sisters, on truth speaking, on control of temper, 
with many more. 

Some of these chapters you will find it rather 
hard to write, some require to be studied longer 
and receive more attention than others, and 
some you very likely would be glad not to 
have to write at all, but they are all most im- 
portant, and must receive particular attention from 
every one of you. All do not find them alike 
hard, but we are sure to find some hard ones 
among them, though the one which may be hard 
to you may difier from the one which I may find 
the hardest for me. Another chapter which I 
must make a special reference to, is the one which 
includes the duty of morning and evening prayer, 
of reading daily a chapter in the Bible, and of 
regularly attending Sunday-school. Let this 
chapter be well written by constant attention to 
these duties, and it will help yoM tcNiOa. \a ^x?^^ 



well many of the later chapters. If, however, you 
are not engaged in writing chapters on these sub- 
jects, but something very different, let me beg you 
to stop at once and turn over a new leaf; if you 
are inclined to have your own way, because you 
think it better than that of your teachers and 
parents, pause, I pray you, and turn over a 
new leaf; if you are apt to be rough to your 
brothers and sisters and companions, I ask 
you earnestly to turn over a new leaf; if you are 
inclined to displays of temper, stop and turn over a 
new leaf; if you are noted for unpunctuality,. and 
for putting off the preparation of your lessons to 
the last minute, by all means turn over a new leaf; 
if you are inclined to be selfish, and keep every- 
thing good to yourself, do not write more imder 
that heading, but turn over a new leaf, on which I 
hope you may begin a chapter, of which the Lord 
may be able to say when your book of life is 
opened, "Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the 
Joy of thy Lord." 
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FISHES AND FACTS. 



I AM going to say something to you about fishes 
and their correspondence. You are doubtless 
aware that fishes are animals which live in water, 
and cannot live out of water, and so we will 
begin by saying something about it Water comes, 
in the first instance, firom the clouds, and clouds 
when mentioned in the Bible correspond to its 
literal sense. When the clouds roll away we are 
able to see the sun and the stars, and in like 
manner, when, by the aid of the science of cor- 
respondence, we look within the letter of the 
Bible, its clouds are removed, and we are enabled 
to see its bright spiritual truths. There are 
truths of different degrees, — -Yvi^ex ^xA Vs^^^ 



kinds, — the sun and stars correspond to truths 
of the highest degree, the air to truth in a 
lower degree, and water to truths of the lowest 
degree or to natural truth. A good deal might be 
said about water and its uses, one of its chief uses 
being, as you knowi its cleansing qualities. As 
we can wash ourselves and our garments with it, 
so our minds are purified by the truths we 
receive. 

At present, however, we have to consider water 
as the medium in which fish live. They are made so 
as to be able to exist in water, though animals of a 
higher nature would be drowned in it. In relation 
therefore to the principles of the mind, fishes have 
not so high a correspondence as beasts and birds. 

Waters, as you are aware, run into streams and 
brooks, and thence into rivers, which ultimately 
flow into the wide sea and mighty ocean, and then 
they can go no farther. The sea or ocean is a 
representative of the natural mind of man. The 
mind of man, to be of any use, must be stored with 
knowledges or facts, even as the waters support 
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the fishes which correspond to the uncountable 
details of which knowledges consist. 

Fishes can live in pure water only, so that in 
cases where the drainage of large towns or the 
refuse of manufactories is allowed to go into rivers 
the waters become foul and poisonous, and the fish 
immediately swim away as fast as they can, and 
if they could speak, would no doubt say, '*No, 
thank you, we cannot live in such filth as that." 
It is even so with ourselves ; if we permit a flood 
of falses and evils and nasty things to flow into our 
minds, the living truths or knowledges represented 
by the fish will either be destroyed or driven 
away. 

There is an anecdote told of Sir Isaac Newton, 
the celebrated astronomer and man of science, and 
a great and good man, but who, with all his learn- 
ing, when an old man, compared himself to a child 
on the sea-shore picking up pebbles on the margin 
of the great ocean of truth lying undiscovered be- 
fore him. Had he known that fishes cott^'sj^^^rcA. 
to facts or particulars of knowledge, axv^ ^^^. ^'^^'^ 



fish m tjie sea has, figuratively speaking, its own 
tale to tell if properly questioned, even Sir Isaac 
Newton would have been still more astonished at 
the vast number of knowledges to be gained. 

Facts, as we all know, are both good and bad, 
and fishes likewise are good and bad, some indeed 
are very queer fish. But in order to find out 
whether fish have a good or an evil correspond- 
ence, we must study their habits and uses. They 
are found not only on the surface of the water, but 
at all depths, and so the knowledges in our minds 
should not be on the outside only. 

The variety of fish is very great They are of 
all sizes, from the tiny minnow to the enormous 
whale, and of every possible shape, — flat, round, 
square, long, short, chubby, and some it is scarcely 
possible to describe, like the octopus. These are 
representative of the immense diversity of human 
knowledges. 

There are now so many aquariums that we have 

many opportunities of watching the habits of fish 

at our leisure. At the first g\a.tic^ ^^ ^Vi^^tve 
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that they have he^ds which, unlike those of birds 
and beasts, are not supple, but are firmly fixed to 
their bodies, apparently emblematical of the adage 
that "facts are stubborn things;" they have eyes 
which are not very intelligent looking; and ears, 
though their hearing is rather imperfect; they 
breathe by means of their gills ; they have organs 
of smell, but not very sensitive ; and their sense 
of taste is not acute; their mouths generally con- 
tain a great number of teeth, which are arranged 
so as to enable them to seize and retain their 
food, as they have rio hands the same as you have 
with which to do so, and then take a bite when 
they like. They swim about in all directions, and 
make use of their fins to balance themselves in 
so doing. Their greatest power of motion, how- 
ever, is in their tail, by means of which they scull 
themselves along. Not only each fish as a whole, 
but every part of it which we have just mentioned 
has a spiritual signification, and this may be dis- 
covered by considering the use whiclv ^^Oci. ^"^sX 
js to theftsh 



We all have clothes which we can put off and on, 
and such clothes or garments represent truths 
which we have made our own, but truths of an 
external kind, because they are outside ourselves. 
Now, most fish have clothes in the form of what are 
called scales, but they cannot put them off and on 
as we do. These scales are often very beautiful to 
look at. Among the more familiar fish of this 
kind, we may instance trout, salmon, mackerel, and 
the pretty gold and silver fish. The brilliant colours 
of mackerel, when first caught, have a splendid 
effect. Colours are derived from the sun, and in a 
spiritual sense qualify the objects treated of. 

A great many fish have no scales, and have 

nothing but their naked skins, such as, among 

others, the shark, cod-fish, and eel. These do not 

bear so high a correspondence as the others, and 

in the laws respecting the food of the Israelites 

(Deut. xiv. 9), it is written, " Ye shall eat of all 

that are in the waters : all that have fins and scales 

shall ye eat: and whatsoever hath not fins and 

scales ye may not eat; it is uncVeaiiL uiv^o '^ow'" 
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But fish are of little use to us so long as 
they remain in the sea, and the facts and know- 
ledges we acquire are of no use unless we apply 
them. 

When you are engaged in searching for facts 
and knowledges you are then like a person fishing. 
But if you want to catch fish you must go the 
right way about it. After you have got a rod 
and line you require to obtain proper bait, and 
further, to be most careful not to whip the water, 
or that will frighten the fish away. In like man- 
ner you must go quietly and slowly to work 
in acquiring knowledges, and then what you 
learn will be lasting. Many simple facts and 
knowledges may be gained as easily as boys 
catch small fish with a bent pin and a worm. 
But in order to hook a fine trout or a salmon 
you must go charily about it, throw your line 
so that the fly just touches the top of the water, 
and even after you have hooked your fish you 
must be very careful or you mV\ x^oX. \axA >x^ 
and it will get away ; indeed, iv^ ^xe. Ix^o^^x^ 



lost by unskilled fishermen through mismanage- 
ment. Applying these principles to the gaining 
of knowledge, you will see how very important 
it is to " learn the art of learning.*' This you do 
at school, where you are taught ' the right way 
to adopt for mastering the different subjects set 
before you, and how to arrange your facts. And 
those lads who pay attention to their lessons, and 
have had their studies directed, when they leave 
school, have a great advantage afterwards in 
acquiring facts over those who have not been 
educated, or not been properly educated. They 
desire to learn certain facts, and although they 
probably know where to find the books (as those 
who go fishing know where the waters are 
situate), they do not know how to set about 
getting the knowledge they contain. For 
example, if a lad has not been taught algebra or 
Latin at school, and wishes in after life to 
acquire them, he may get the books and make 
some progress, but after a while he finds that 
Ae cannot get on without a \.eac\\w, ^xA ^n^^ 

94 



it up in despair. He is thus like a man who 
knows where the fish is, and may even hook it, 
but he does not possess the knowledge of how to 
land it, and so the fish gets away and is lost It 
is the same in learning a trade, an apprentice 
must first learn the nature of his tools and how to 
use them before he can expect to become a 
master, and, figuratively speaking, no doubt many 
good fish are lost during his progress. 

But fishes are also caught in nets; this, how- 
ever, is not like searching for some special know- 
ledge, but relates to gaining facts of all kinds. 
The fisherman having lowered or put out his net, 
when he draws it in finds a variety of fishes, 
good and bad. He selects the good, and 
throws away or destroys the bad. We ought to 
do just the same with the facts we acquire. 
We ought to bring forth into our lives those 
which are good, and throw away or dismiss 
firom our minds the bad and useless ones. Our 
Lord in one of His parables likens the kingiatjci 
of heaven to a net that was ca^X. voXo ^^ ^^'^'asiS^ 



gathered of every kind, which,, when it was full, 
they drew to shore and sat down and gathered 
the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 

This plainly refers to good and bad men, who 
are such according as their lives are formed of 
goodness and truth or of evil and falsity. 

I cannot, within the limits of this address, say 

much about the correspondence of the different 

kinds of fish ; we may, however, attempt to make 

a few applications. To begin with shell-fish. These 

exist in immense variety, some in forms and colours 

most beautiful to look at, and going downwards to 

the common oyster and periwinkle. They cannot, 

however, move from place to place (except, perhaps, 

the splendid nautilus), and consequently have not 

so high a correspondence as other animals living 

in the water; and from their remaining fixed on 

the ground, would probably represent the first 

desire for knowledge : and of a somewhat similar 

correspondence are crabs and lobsters, and other 

Jike fish which are classed under the name of 

Crustacea. 
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Then if, when we are on the sea-shore, we make 
use of our eyes (and we should always try to see 
all that can be seen), we may perceive the charm- 
ing sea anemones, or others of a kindred species, 
floating, like clusters of living flowers, on the calm 
sea, in bell-like forms, and in all the colours of the 
rainbow : these we may imagine to symbolize the 
early impressions of infancy. 

Of the mud-fish I will say nothing, as it must 
represent things to be avoided, nor can the wily, 
slippery eel, which delights to live in mud, have a 
good correspondence. 

A few words about the porpoise, sometimes called 
the sea-hog. Although you may not have seen it 
floating about on the top of the water, you will 
know its appearance from your picture-books of 
natural history. It is about six feet in length, of a 
bluish-black colour on the back, and white beneath. 
It preys on the smaller fish, and sometimes also 
seeks food by grubbing in the sand or mud. Having 
gorged itself, it wallows in a self-satisfied manner 
on the surface of the sea doing ivoxKvci^^ ^xA^wiSSi 



thus seem to be a type of those who obtain know- 
ledge for their own pleasure and not to make it 
useful to others. 

The shark, which is a fish of quite a diflferent 
character, I dare say none of you have seen alive or 
would care to see. It possesses great strength, and 
has very sharp and strong teeth. It is remarkably 
voracious or greedy, and makes great havoc not 
only among the smaller fish, such as herrings, but 
even attacks the larger ones, and is a great enemy 
of the whale. It has no friends, and all the fish in 
the sea flee from it. With such qualities we may 
be sure that it has a bad correspondence, and would 
seem to t3rpify those sciences, if we may call them 
so, which get facts, good, bad, and indifferent, in 
order to pervert them, and apply them to evil 
purposes. 

Lastly, there is the enormous whale, with the 

shape and habits of which you are all no doubt 

familiar. Although it is not really a fish, it lives in 

the water, and in correspondence is classed with 

&hes, and fish, as I have been lellm^ you, cor- 



respond to the love for facts or knowledges. The 
food of the whale consists of numberless smaller 
fish, and from that fact, its size, and its uses, it 
corresponds to the desire for knowledges or facts 
of all kinds, and after they are obtained for their 
arrangement in one grand whole. 

The sciences of astronomy, botany, geology, 
chemistry, and others, consist of a great number of 
facts or knowledges, or of things that have been 
found out and afterwards arranged. Now the larger 
fish in the sea which feed on the smaller ones, are 
like these sciences which take all the facts they 
can find bearing on the subject and imite them 
together. 

We will close by referring to the miracle of the 
tribute money found in the fish's mouth. You 
will remember that our Lord said to Peter, "Go 
thou to the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the 
fish that first comelh up; and when thou hast 
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of 
money; that take and give unto them for Me and 
thee." When the Lord speaks, 'w^ tiva.^ \i^ o^js^.^ 



sure that His words contain a spiritual meaning, 
and this striking miracle teaches us the following 
beautiful lesson, for what the Lord said to Peter 
applies quite as much to us : — The sea to which we 
are commanded to go means the literal sense of 
the Bible, which we should read daily; to cast a 
hook is to search for the living or spiritual truths 
therein, and if we go in an obedient spirit we shall 
soon discover that which we need; to take up the 
fish is to raise such truths out of the literal sense or 
natural state in our own minds. We are then told 
to open his mouth, which in our case would be to 
ascertain that we understand aright its spiritual 
meaning, and if so, we shall at once find the piece 
of money, the tribute which all true knowledge 
yields on being properly investigated or examined 
You will now, I think, be able to see how the 
text is to be understood which says, "Let the 
heaven and earth praise Jehovah, the seas and 
everything that moveth therein." 



PALESTINE AND ITS ANCIENT 
PEOPLE. 



By far the greater part of the history contained in 
the Holy Scriptures refers to that small country 
which we usually call Palestine or the Holy Land, 
and to the people who dwelt there. 

In the very earliest times the name of " Caanan " 
was applied to a much wider tract of country than 
we generally understand by it, for it extended to 
the river Nile in Egypt, and to the great river 
Euphrates in Assyria, so that in those days Canaan 
was a larger country than England ; but afterwards 
it was broken up into several kingdoms, and then 
Canaan became much smaller, being bounded by 
the river Jordan. In its reduced scale it was only 
about the size of Wales, and is now usually called 
Palestine. This little countiy \s svtaaX^^ vcv ^.n^^^ 



$alei$ttne anb xifi Ancient people* 

central spot, surrounded by three great continents. 
It is just about the middle of what was for many 
ages the habitable world. 

The people of Canaan, long before the time of 
Abraham, were the most loving, wise, and gentle 
people that ever lived on this earth, because they 
were spiritually formed into the image and likeness 
of the Lord. They loved the Lord with all their 
hearts, and continually tried to please Him. 
They were so full of holy love that they never 
thought of anything evil or unkind. They never 
deceived or robbed each other, and they had no 
soldiers to guard them, for they were not afraid of 
anyone, and they never made anyone afraid of 
them. They were a quiet and simple people, 
living in families, and worshipping the Lord in 
tents. The wisdom they delighted in was of a 
heavenly kind. They were so much accustomed 
to think of the Lord, and to turn their hearts to 
Him, that heaven was opened to them, and they 
talked with the angels face to face, just as we can 
speak with each other now. T\i^>j coMld see the 
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Pale)$ttne anb it)$ ^inctent people. 

beautiful land above — I mean the real heavenly 
world, which you hope to go to sometime ; and it 
was from seeing and hearing so much of heavenly 
things that they compared all the earthly things 
around them to things in heaven, so that the 
mountains, hills, valleys, rivers, and all the objects 
of the world around them, and afterwards also 
many persons, were called by names given from 
heaven, and those names were understood by the 
angels, as well as by men, according to a heavenly 
meaning. Thus all the things in the land of 
Canaan helped them to think of, and to converse 
upon, the love and wisdom of the Lord. Whether 
they looked on the fields waving with com, or the 
pastures covered with flocks and herds, or the 
tents they lived in, or the sun shining above them, 
or the trees, or birds, or rivers, these and all things 
seemed to speak of God and His goodness; so 
that they were all types and images, which led 
them to think about something far higher, and 
gave them heavenly wisdom, and filled them with 
delight. It is the love, wisdom, anA. rnxvacfc-w:.^ ^^Jv 
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the angel-men who lived there that is meant by the 
"Garden of Eden," and if you will take notice 
when reading the Scriptures, you will see that in 
all parts of it the rivers that came forth from the 
garden of Eden are named as the boundaries of 
the land of Canaan in its greatest extent These 
people formed the Most Ancient Church, and be- 
cause they were in Canaan, the garden of Eden 
also was there. 

But after this Most Ancient Church had gone 
astray from the Lord, and been destroyed, there 
followed three others in the Same land : — The 
Ancient Church, which was that of Noah and his 
sons ; the Hebrew Church, in which the custom of 
killing animals for sacrifices first prevailed; and, 
lastly, the Jewish Church, which continued till our 
Lord came. But when each of these Churches, one 
after the other, became so proud and wicked, that 
the people would not keep God's commandments, 
and neglected all their duties, and were cruel to 
each other, Canaan became a wretched and deso- 
late place, and everything around them seemed as 
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PaUjstitte «ttb ttjs ^mrient people. 

bad as themselves, as if it were like hell instead of 
heaven. This is the reason why many of the 
names and places mentioned in the Bible have a 
bad as well as a good sense. 

The Lord's Word is like a garden, worthy to be 
called a heavenly paradise, containing pleasant 
things and delights of every kind, dainty fruits, and 
sweet flowers, in the midst of which are trees of 
life, and beside them fountains of living water, and 
forest trees round about the garden. Whoever 
loves the Lord above all, believes His Word, and 
keeps His blessed precepts, is in the midst of the 
garden, among the trees of life, and in the actual 
enjoyment of its pleasures and delights. 

Let us now look for a moment at Canaan, not 
as bounded by the Euphrates and the Nile, but 
in its smaller extent as bounded by the Jordan, 
and let us think of the signification of what we 
notice. 

To begin, there is the Great Sea, or the Mediter- 
ranean, which extends along the whole of the west 
coast, and at the side of which wei^ \.V^^ Vx*^^^^ 



$aUj$ttne anb xi» |lndent people. 

cities called Tyre and Sidon, and also the land of 
the Philistines. This sea is on the west, where the 
sun goes down, and was thus regarded as less dis- 
tinguished for its light than the other side. Hence 
it represents the knowledges which are possessed 
by many people in the world who have not the 
same light from the Sacred Scriptures which we 
possess, but who still have some regard for the 
Divine Being, who are as traders on the Great Sea 
of natural life, and who can turn their knowledge 
to some good account. These are, as it were, the 
borderers on our heavenly Father's kingdom. 

The sea of Galilee is a small gathering of inland 
waters. It typifies to us that store of scriptural 
teachings which from early youth we cherish in 
our natural memories, and out of which we draw 
forth many comforting assurances to sustain our 
faith in God. The simplest facts of Divine revela- 
tion, which we can understand and lay hold of, are 
like the fishes the disciple caught in this sea. 
The waters of the river Jordan, which flow from it 

ID a very deep valley, represent the same teachings 
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when they are applied to purify our lives during 
times of trouble and humiliation. 

ThQ Lord only can give us true happiness, and 
fill our hearts with that pure love which makes 
Eden in our souls, when we work with Him, and 
strive by His help to be obedient and good. This 
we must learn to do by attending to His command- 
ments, and keeping them, for they are the begin- 
nings of knowledge; and are like the waters of 
Jordan. They cleanse our minds from evil, and 
teach us to act becomingly and rightly, so that we 
may be purified from our sinful dispositions. 

The last part of the eastern border of Canaan 
was that lovely plain which Lot chose when he 
separated from Abram, and which is said to have 
been well watered everywhere, like a garden of the 
Lord. That beautiful plain then represented the 
delightful state of our natural minds when heaven 
dwells within us, when we are humble and happy, 
when we love to be guided by truth, and delight 
in doing good. 

But if we should turn asid^ fiom \!c^^ Y.^-^^^^^ 
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give ourselves to wickedness, setting up our naughty 
hearts against Him, then we should become "sin- 
ners before the Lord exceedingly," like the men of 
Sodom, and we should be so miserable that our 
minds would be as "the vale of Siddim, ftdl of 
slime pits." Let us try to keep all the borders 
of our minds free from wicked passions and bad 
tempers, so that they may be peaceful and pleasant. 
I hope we shall not have any thing in our hearts 
or lives so wretched and desolate as the Dead Sea, 
where the waters are so bad that no fish can live 
in them. 

The whole of the land of Canaan was given to 
Israel for an inheritance when they came out of 
Egypt, and was divided among the tribes by lots 
that were drawn before the Lord. These lots fell 
out in such a manner that each tribe received 
their portion exactly according to the good 
and the truth that they represented in heavenly 
societies; for the Lord arranged ever3rthing in 
this way, so that all might be a living picture, 
resembling the order and harmony of heaven. 
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Most of the tribes dwelt within the border of the 
Jordan, but the Reubenites and the Gadites had 
their portion only at the outside, in the land of 
Gilead, which was a part of Canaan in its more 
extended sense. It is more important, however, 
to remember that the tribe of Manasseh was 
divided, so that half was on this side of Jordan 
and half on that. The reason of this was, that 
Manasseh represented the voluntarily good which 
we do to our neighbours from love of the Lord's 
commandments: for if we do this freely, and 
from a will to do good, it will give us pleasure 
both in this life and the life to come. We cannot 
do without it on either side the grave. 

When Canaan was thickly populated there were 
many cities in the land, and most of them were 
built upon the tops of hills, not in valleys as we 
generally build them. Bethlehem, which was our 
Saviour's birthplace, stands high upon a hill, only 
a short distance from Jerusalem. Nazareth, in 
Galilee, appears somewhat more lowly. It was 
there that the Lord spent so maxv^ ^j^^x^ qJI^\%^j&s.. 
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During the time of the patriarchs, Hebron and 
Beersheba were the great centres of the land. 
Abraham dwelt at Hebron, and built an altar 
there to the Lord. Isaac also came, and sojourned 
with his father at the same place. Still later, it 
was Jacob's home, when he sent his younger son, 
Joseph, to see whether it was well with his 
brethren, and well with their Iflocks. But when 
the children of Israel came out of Egypt, the 
inhabitants of Hebron were their enemies, and 
seemed like giants to them, so that Joshua fought 
against the city and destroyed them all Subse- 
quently David was anointed king in Hebron, and 
reigned there seven years and a half. 

Beersheba, which was farther south, was also the 
dwelling-place of Abraham and Isaac. It was 
much valued for the well of water, near which both 
these patriarchs made their covenants with Abime- 
lech, king of the Philistines. 

When the Israelites had obtained their inherit- 
ance in the land, and David's kingdom was estab- 

li'shed, these two cities ceased to be the centres of 
no 
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Canaan, and Jerusalem became the chief city. It 
was part of the lot which fell to the tribe of 
Benjamin, but for a long time they could not drive 
out the Jebusites, who were idolaters. Afterwards, 
however, David took Jerusalem, and the city of 
Zion was built. Then Jerusalem, and no other 
place, was the seat of the temple, the altar, and the 
offering of sacrifices. There also the yearly festi- 
vals were kept, at which every male in the whole 
land was required to be present. Thus Jerusalem 
began to represent the worship and the doctrine of 
the Church. There the Lord came teaching in 
His Temple, and there He glorified His Humanity. 
Canaan is for the most part a hilly country, and 
contains some beautiful scenery. In the far north 
rises a high range of mountains, which is called 
Lebanon, and which was once covered with a forest 
of cedars. Just behind this range is another of 
still greater height, one end of which is called Her- 
mon, or " lofty." It rises ten thousand feet above 
the sea, and is always capped with snow, even in 
summer time. In addition to t\ve^^ ^qtwLrx^s:!^ 
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mountains in the north, there are very many hills, 
not nearly so high, extending over the face of 
almost the whole .land, and reaching to the far 
south, where they become gradually less and less, 
till at last they are altogether lost in the deserts of 
Sinai. 

Amidst this endless multitude of smaller hills 
running through the midst of Canaan from north 
to south, there are many beautiful little valleys, 
but there is only one large tract of land where the 
ground is mostly level or flat. This is the broad 
region called the plain of Esdraelon, and it extends 
right across the country from the Mediterranean 
Sea on the north-west to the river Jordan on the 
east. Besides this magnificent plain, which is the 
only one that breaks the hilly districts filling the 
centre of Palestine, there is another extending 
along nearly the whole of the sea-coast on the 
west. Part of this plain was possessed by the 
Philistines. It is only connected with the central 
hill-country by the gentle valleys that slope down 
here and there from the highlands above. 



P^Ujiitine anb xin Ancient $eopU. . 

Generally speaking, the hills in Palestine, espe- 
cially those in the south, are not productive, unless 
they have great time and -labour spent upon their 
cultivation. When there were good and industrious 
people dwelling there, they tried to make every 
place fruitful and beautiful. On the hill sides, 
where the soil was not deep, and there was only a 
very thin coating of it over the rocks, they built 
terraces, which are raised level platforms, supported 
by walls, and these encircled the hills, one above 
the other, with great regularity. On these terraces 
they collected the scanty soil, and opened it to the 
softening rains and dews. Then they planted 
olive-trees, vines, and fig-trees, which grew in great 
abundance in the neighbourhood of every village 
and city. In the region of Samaria, and still more, 
in Galilee, the difficulties of cultivation are not so 
great, the valleys become wider, and their soil 
deeper. In Samaria there are also some fine 
streams, in which a considerable body of water 
flows even after the hottest summers, and their 
banks are hidden by thick sVvmyom^^ ^xA ^vs>«^- 
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ing trees. In Galilee itself there are richly-wooded 
districts. 

Perhaps I have now said enough to give you a 
peep at Palestine, which is called the Holy Land, 
not because it was in itself more holy than any 
other land, but because it represented the real 
heaven, or the kingdom of God which is within 
us (Luke xvii. 21). Before we can enter that 
Canaan, we must conquer many wicked passions, 
bad tempers, and deceitful thoughts, for these are 
the foes of our own household, and the Lord says 
to every one of us, " If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments." 
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PARABLES. 



The parables which were spoken by our Lord 
whilst upon the earth form some of the most 
beautiful parts of the whole Bible ; and I think I 
may also say that they are more frequently read, 
more highly valued, and more clearly understood 
than any other portions of Holy Writ. I am sure 
you will all agree with me that this is at least the 
case with yourselves : with the exception of some 
of the Bible histories, such as those of Joseph, of 
David and Goliath, and of Daniel, there are no parts 
of Scripture that you love so much as the beautiful 
little parables that Jesus told to His followers. 
It is so, is it not? You have all admired the 
noble conduct of the good Samaritan ; you have 
felt for the prodigal son m V^^ ft\'5X\^'5»^^ "^^^^ 



rejoiced that his good father received him home 
again when he expressed his sorrow for his faults ; 
you have marvelled at the foolishness of the five 
virgins who had ^no oil in their lamps ; you have 
been interested in the search of the woman for her 
lost piece of silver, and of the shepherd for his 
lost sheep ; and you have watched the sower cast- 
ing abroad his seed, and noted the various fates 
which befell the tiny grains. All these parables, 
and many more, you are thoroughly familiar with. 
And I think there are two reasons for this. The 
first is, because they interest you as stories ; and 
the second is, because the lessons they teach are 
usually very clear and plain. And it is because I 
think you feel an interest in this subject that I 
have chosen it for the present address. 

Perhaps, in the first place, we had better under- 
stand clearly what a parable is. It is usually a 
narrative or story which teaches by means of 
natural. symbols some spiritual lesson. But some- 
times our Lord's parables were not narratives at 

all; He would just point lo iVie ft^owers growing 
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around Him, or to the birds flying above, and draw 
from these common, everyday objects some great 
spiritual lesson which may be of benefit to us 
throughout all our lives. So, then, a parable is 
just this : a spiritual lesson — about God, or about 
heaven, or about our own souls — taught by means 
of the natural objects around us, these being used 
as symbols to represent spiritual things. 

I have said that the lessons taught us by our 
Lord's parables are usually very plain. Take that 
one, for instance, about the prodigal son. You 
can see very clearly how by the prodigal is meant 
any one of us who has wandered away from the 
Lord, and is leading a selfish, evil life ; and how, 
by his father who so readily and joyfully receives 
him home again, the Lord is represented who is 
ever ready to forgive us, who rejoices to do so, if we 
will only acknowledge our faults and go back to 
Him. But sometimes the lesson intended to be 
taught is not so plain, and in all cases we can 
understand it much better if we know what each 
of the things mentioned in t\ve pax2Jc\^'Si cort^^^^'^^'^ 



to. You have all heard of the " science of corre- 
spondences," and know something about it ; but I 
want to try to explain clearly to you in a few 
words what correspondence really is, as then you 
will understand better what I shall have to say to 
you presently. You must understand that this 
science of correspondences is not something 
fanciful and imaginary; for it is a fact that God 
has made everything in this natural world to 
correspond to something in the spiritual world. 
And I will tell you why it is so. God is the 
Creator of all things, all life comes from Him ; but 
this life comes first to the spiritual world, and 
thence into the natural. Hence every object in 
the natural world, from the great sun himself 
down to the tiniest insect or flower, receives its 
life through some object in the spiritual world, 
and to this spiritual object the natural is said to 
"correspond." Thus you see there is, as I said, 
before, nothing fanciful about this. The law of 
correspondence is a law of creation. There is a 
sun in the natural world because ^w^\^ vS\in in 
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the spiritual world, and the natural sun corresponds 
to the spiritual Sun, Which is the Lord. There is 
a natural body because there is a spiritual body, 
and the natural body corresponds to the spiritual. 
There are food and drink for the natural body 
because there are food and drink for the spiritual 
body, and the natural food and drink correspond 
to the spiritual food and drink — that is, to good- 
ness and truth. And so on all through nature. 
I want you to understand distinctly that every 
natural object corresponds to something spiri- 
tual, and cannot help doing so, because it was 
created by the Lord to be an exact representative 
of it Well, it is because of this great law that 
Jesus was able by means of natural S3mibols to 
teach plainly and clearly many beautiful lessons ; 
and of course, the better we understand these cor- 
respondences, the better shall we understand the 
Lord's meaning in the parables. For instance, 
there are quite a number of parables in which the 
Lord talks about seeds and their growth. You 
know> when a seed is put Vnlo >3cv& ^'sv^sA^ '^^ 



action of the sun and rain and earth causes it to 
swell, to burst its husk, to send forth a root down- 
wards and a shoot upwards, to produce leaves and 
flowers and fruit Well now, all this exactly 
corresponds to the growth of the kingdom of 
heaven — that is, of a state of goodness in our 
minds. The seed is the truth which we are taught 
when we are young, and the earth, where it is 
sown, is the mind. By and by, when we get 
older, and have to act for ourselves, the Lord 
strives to induce us to carry out this truth into 
practice. And if we are ready to do His will, 
then there is a good prospect for the little seed. 
The Lord's Love, and the good influences He 
brings to bear upon us,, are like the sun and the 
rain and the ground acting upon the seed, and the 
truth takes firmer root in our minds, and begins to 
live and grow. Instead of being buried in the 
ground — that is to say, just lying forgotten and un- 
noticed in our memories — it becomes visible in our 
actions. This is the little green shoot just peep- 

ing above ground, and by and "b^ \\. 'w^ ^wc 
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into a big plant or tree, and bear fruit j that is, the 
truth will become more and more the rule of our 
lives, and lead us to perform good and useful 
actions. Now, from this you can understand why 
the Lord so often compared the kingdom of 
heaven to the growth of a seed, as in the parables 
of the sower, of the mustard seed, of the wheat 
and tares, and several others. And you can also 
see how much the science of correspondences 
helps us. 

But the parables which our Lord spoke when 
He was upon earth are not the only ones which 
He has given us. In the 78th Psalm we find this 
verse : " I will open my mouth in a parable : I 
will utter dark sayings of old;'* and then the 
Psalmist goes on to relate the history of the 
children of Israel, and all the wonderful adventures 
through which they passed in their progress from 
Eg3rptian bondage to the Land of Promise. Thus 
we are distinctly told that all that part of the Bible 
which relates the history of the Israelites is a 
parable. The Bible, indeed, \s ivs^ oS. ^^'^i^^^^s 
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it is all written in the language of parable or of 
correspondence, and its histories exactly answer to 
the definition I have given of a parable — that is, 
they all teach spiritual lessons by means of natural 
symbols. The histories of Adam and Eve and 
the garden of Eden, of the tower of Babel, of 
Noah and the ark, of Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob, of Joseph and his brethren, of the wander- 
ings of the children of Israel and their triumphal 
entry into the Promised Land, of their judges, 
Jephthah and Samson, and others ; of their kings, 
Saul and David and Solomon ; of the lapse of 
the people into idolatry, and their captivity at 
Babylon, — all these are parables. And the life 
of Jesus, as written in the New Testament, is made 
up of a series of parables. All His kind deeds, 
His miracles of healing, His everyday actions, 
His death and burial and resurrection, are parables. 
Of course, you must remember that there is one 
distinction to be drawn between the parables that 
were spoken by the Lord, and all the others to 
which I have referred, and lY\a\.\s,^\^X^^Vas.\.Q.xves 



of the Jewish people, and of our Lord's life and 
actions, are narratives of events that actually 
occurred, while the parables of our Lord are stories 
made up to teach us some particular lesson. But 
every part of the Bible, law and prophets and 
Psalms, Old Testament and New, from Genesis to 
Revelation, is full of parables, inasmuch as I 
mean thereby spiritual lessons taught by means of 
natural symbols. I am sure that an illustration 
must occur to you all in the most important history 
of the Old Testament, the history of the children 
of Israel. You have heard how by the Jewish 
people is represented the man of the Church, by 
Egypt the state of bondage to evil into which we 
all are born, and by the Land of Promise heaven, 
or the state of goodness and innocence which we 
attain by regeneration; while by the joumeyings of 
the Israelites in the wilderness are represented our 
progress from the one state to the other. Just as 
sometimes they were full of hope and trust in the 
Lord, sometimes sunk in despondency, or putting 
their trust in idols, now }oumey\Ti^^^^K.^l\i^ '^^'^^^ 



and presently compelled to fight their way through 
the ranks of an opposing foe, — so is it with us in 
our endeavours to become good. Sometimes we 
get along bravely ; sometimes we can't get along at 
all, and are inclined to give up trying. We must 
remember that the Israelites, though they had a 
hard struggle for it, did get into Canaan at last, 
and this is the great lesson taught by that wonder- 
ful history. But every detail, when we know the 
science of correspondences, will teach us some 
lesson. I must leave you to learn what these are 
on some future occasions, as well as those taught 
in the other histories of the Bible, for there are 
still some parables to which I want to direct your 
attention. 

These parables are written in the great book of 
nature, that wonderful book which is opened for us 
every day with the rising of the sun, and in which 
we may find just as many gre^at and good lessons 
as we choose to look for. It was from this grand 
volume that our Lord took the parables by 
which He instructed His dVscvpVes oti ^^t^. Did 
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He not say, "Behold the birds of the air; for 
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
bams, yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they?" and again, 
"Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow : 
they toil not, neither do they spin : and yet I say 
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these ? " Did not He draw 
lessons from the fig-tree, from the vine, from the 
corn-field, from the sheep browsing on the hill- 
side? And may not we in an ordinary country 
walk, or in our own homes or gardens, have these 
natural objects presented to our eyes, and draw 
from them the same lessons that our Lord taught 
His disciples in that far-off land more than eighteen 
hundred years ago? Every earthly object corre- 
sponds to something in the world of spirit, as 
I have told you, and there is no created thing that 
does not teach us in the language of parable some 
spiritual lesson. We "look through nature up to 
nature's God." In your own homes, for instance, 
you will find subjects for maiiy ^^x^!^'e:'s»» *X\sKt^ 



are your father and mother. May we not learn 
from the love of our father and mother something 
as to the love of our heavenly Father ? Our Lord 
founded one of the most beautiful parables, that of 
the prodigal son, on this subject. Then again, there 
is the baby : I dare say some of you have got a baby 
brother or sister? Well, he will teach you some- 
thing, though he cannot talk. Do you think baby 
has any cares or anxieties? Does he worry himself 
as to where his dinner is to come from to-morrow, 
or whether he will be well off when he gets old? 
Not a bit of it. He leaves all that to his father 
and mother, and doesn't doubt for a moment that 
when he wants his dinner it will be forthcoming. 
Just as baby trusts his parents, we must learn to 
trust in the Lord, and believe that He will take 
care that all our wants are provided for. Then go 
for a walk, and see if you cannot find out two or 
three of these parables that nature presents to us. 
The sun is shining brightly; but presently there 
comes a black cloud and obscures the sun's light, 

and everything looks grey and ^mW ^\id sombre. 
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Is that the sun's fault ? Not at all : he is shining 
as brightly as ever behind the cloud, and presently, 
when the cloud clears away, he will come out as 
bright and cheerful as ever. Well, it is just so 
with the Lord : He is always kind and loving to us, 
but sometimes the clouds of our evil passions hide 
Him from us, and our lives become dark and dull, 
and everything goes wrong with us. But it is our 
fault, not the Lord's ; and if we remove the cloud, 
we shall see Him again. The birds, which, as you 
have heard in a former address, correspond to our 
thoughts; and the plants and trees, which present 
before our eyes symbols of the growth of states of 
goodness and truth in our souls; the butterflies, 
beautiful types of how the soul rises, or should rise, 
glorious and lovely from the natural body at death; 
— all these things, and many, many more in nature, 
which I cannot stop to mention, have each their 
special lesson, and all unitedly declare the one 
great truth of the infinite love of the Loi;d. 

In concluding, I hope from what I have now 
said you have gained some idea of tl\a.t ^^^.\.\»?« 



of correspondence according to which the world is 
created and the Bible written. We can only get 
an imperfect idea, I know ; for it is a subject which 
the angels delight to study, and which even they 
will never exhaust to eternity. Just think how 
wise the Lord is ? He can write a parable or form 
a little flower or bird, and in either of them there 
is so much to learn and so much to understand, 
that while they amuse and delight the little child, 
they supply food for thought to the highest* angel 
to all eternity^ and he ever finds something in them 
fresh and new, and beyond his comprehension. 
The Lord alone knows all about the parable, and 
the flower, and the bird, for He made them, and 
He is infinite. 
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TRUTH AND TRUTH-TELLING. 



Truth is one of the great attributes of God. He 
IS, you have frequently heard, all-wise ; and to be 
all-wise He must know all things, and also be 
able to see all things, and to be present every- 
where. He knows everything exactly as it is, 
every thought you have, every act you do, every 
word you utter, whether it be cross or kindly. He 
is truth. You will pfease notice that I say God 
is truth, not that He has truth. And this is meant 
to show that truth is God's very nature. Of a 
man or boy I would say, if he were wise, that he 
had truth, because that would mean that it is 
something distinct from him, that it was not 
himself, but only one of his po^^^-ssiaxL^^ \xis5^ -as. 



you all own books, and some of you pet rabbits, 

and other things. These books and things are 

not part of you, they are your property, and 

should you lose them or give them away, you will 

still remain the same as before, except that if you 

give any of them away to show your love for any 

of your little friends, it will make you feel better 

and happier. You see, therefore, truth is part of 

God Himself, because you cannot think of God 

without thinking of the two qualities which make 

God, and these are love and truth. But you know 

we ought to imitate God, and therefore it is our 

duty to try to acquire truth, and thus become like 

God in some degree; and this we are all able to 

do. Though we cannot become truth, we can 

become vessels capable of holding or containing 

truth, and, strange as you may think it, the quality 

of the truth we can receive from God will be 

according to the quality of the vessel which we 

provide to receive it, and the quantity of truth 

according to the capacity of the vessel. The two 

qualities in the friends we "know, ^M vo. the great 
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men who have lived among us, which we most 
admire and love, are those of goodness and 
truth. And what we love and admire in others, 
we ought to strive and become ourselves) and 
if we love and admire these so much in others, 
when, after all, they contain so little compared 
with God, who contains all love and wisdom, 
and who has bestowed these qualities upon them, 
how much more ought we to love Him for His 
infinite goodness and truth ! There are some 
men who are very clever, but at the same time bad 
men ; and though their cleverness has made them 
known, their badness has caused them to be 
disliked and hated. You see, what we love in 
a person is their goodness and truth, and what we 
shrink from is their evil and lying; for goodness 
and truth cause those who have them to act with 
kindness and justice, but evil and lying cause 
those who have them to behave cruelly and 
deceitfully. And as we all like to be treated 
with kindness and justice, we ought always to act 
ourselves with kindness and ^w^\k,^ \.o of^^^'s., V^s. 



we dislike being subjected to the craelty and 

deceitfulness of others, we ought on every occasion 

to strive against the feelings which are sometimes 

apt to rise in us, and prompt us to behave in such 

a manner to others. You see, therefore, we all love 

the beautiful qualities we ought to love when we 

see them in others; but our life's work in this 

world is to learn to love them so much that we 

may be quite willing to have them in ourselves, 

and in order to have them, we must in every act 

of life do just what they tell us we should. 

From your very earliest years, to try and leam 

truth is the first thing you all do. You are always 

learning the real nature of the things around you. 

You made a beginning of your education, as all do, 

long before you went to school, and you began, 

as all must begin, by first learning something about 

the natural Wbrld. You soon began to leam what 

articles would cut, what would bum, what were 

hard or soft, or cold or rough, or what were nice 

or unpleasant to eat. By and by you began to 

have some idea of the wame^ oi Oa\^e»^ ^xvd then 
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of numbers, and afterwards of letters and words, 
and finally you were sent to school Amongst all 
this, from time to time you were learning that there 
is a God, that He is kind to us, that we shall go 
to Him in Heaven by and bye, that we must be 
good, and so on : the two kinds of knowledge 
grow up together in us. Knowledge of all kinds 
about the things of this world, including very 
many sciences, of which most of you yet do not 
even know the names, all this is natural truth. 
In school you learn the beginnings of a number of 
kinds of natural truth, such as arithmetic, writing, 
history, geography, botany, singing. These, you 
know, are all useful for you in this world, and for 
your happiness in it This is why we learn them, 
but it ought especially to be because they make 
us useful to others, and thus help us to make 
them happy also. It is therefore most im- 
portant that we should learn what we can. 
But if it is so important that we should take so 
much pains to learn all about the things of this 
world, in which we shall be Vvim^ ^ fe« ^^^rs. ^^% 
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because by so doing we shall be able to obtain 
more happiness and enjoyment in it, must it not 
be indeed important to be industrious and perse- 
vering in our learning of spiritual truth, that truth 
which will fit us to enjoy and know all about the 
future world in which we shall dwell for ever. 
Spiritual truth is the only kind which will be use- 
ful to us there. Natural truth concerns the things 
of this world only, and can find no higher place in 
us than our natural memories, which will be left 
behind with everything else that is earthly when 
we put off the natural body at death. Spiritual 
truth is useful here as well as hereafter; but 
spiritual is just as much more important than 
natural, as the time we shall live there is longer 
than our life in this world will be. This truth 
treats of God, and of the great qualities which 
are in Him ; of all He has done for our happi- 
ness, and of His life in the world ; of our duty 
to Him and to our fellows ; of Heaven and the 
angels and their heavenly life ; of where Heaven is, 
and how we can get to it. AW xJai^-^oM^wd summed 
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up in a short space in the Lord's Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments, and in the doctrines taught 
in the Bible. But, you will say, there seems to be 
much more natural knowledge than there is spir- 
itual knowledge. How can I learn, and where can I 
learn, still more spiritual knowledge and spiritual 
sciences ? Well, the great key to spiritual know- 
ledge is what you have often heard your teachers 
and your parents talk about as the science of 
correspondences. By and bye, when you come to 
study that, it will open out an endless field of 
spiritual knowledge to you all, and you may be- 
come, according to your tastes, students of spiritual 
geography, of spiritual chemistry, of spiritual arith- 
metic, of spiritual natural history. My class has 
lately been students of spiritual ornithology, that 
is to say, of the spiritual qualities which birds 
represent, and some of the scholars in it have 
written very charming little papers on many of 
those natural forms of our thoughts. Though we 
shall continue to learn in the other world to all 
eternity new truths connected \a\\v >Jftfc ^^\s?{s».^ 
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subjects we acquire a liking for here, yet we shall 
never be able to exhaust them, we shall never 
know them all, but shall continually be finding 
out new ones, and have fresh delight and pleasure 
in doing so. 

The great thing we have to do, you will observe, 
is to acquire the ability to know things as they 
really are : natural truth by learning to know the 
things of this world as they really are, and spiritual 
truth by learning to know spiritual things as they 
really are. Meanwhile, you have only learned the 
beginnings of them, but much more you will learn 
by and bye. 

The first thing required of you little folks is 

to show your reverence for truth by always telling 

the truth exactly as it is. It is a noble tribute to 

a boy or girl to be able to say of them, " I know 

they will speak the truth." It may so often 

happen that we shall be affected ourselves by 

what we say, that it is really difficult to learn 

to speak the precise truth. It requires us to be 

brave, to display moral comi^l^^^^ ^\!M&i ^& the 
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noblest form of courage. It requires us to confess 
our faults, to acknowledge the merits of our rivals. 
And to do this freely, truly, and willingly, costs 
us many a hard lesson. To learn to speak the 
truth is more important even than to learn 
a great deal of truth or knowledge, because 
we only learn to speak it by leammg also to 
be good. These you may think are not at all 
connected, but they are very closely connected 
indeed, as I will show you. I cannot, for ex- 
ample, speak the truth of any one, or of anything, 
unless I know it; but if I do know it, I must 
always strive to speak it, and not only to speak 
according to it, but I must strive to act according 
to it, for my actions are but another kind of 
speaking. It is a common saying that our actions 
speak more loudly than our words, and certainly, 
if we sincerely believe our words, om: acts will be 
wholly in harmony with them. But when we do 
truth in our actions we are doing good; so, you see, 
the two are very closely united. Then, though we 
may not know it, there is this coxLXL^'OciSs^Xi^^:^^^^;^^ 



the mere knowing of truth and the loving of it, that 
unless we love it, it will be taken away from us; for 
truth that we know is only in our memories, even 
though we understand all about it and know it to 
be true, and it only leaves our memories and 
becomes part of us when we learn to love it 
by speaking and doing it ; and when we have 
learned to speak and do it, it has become part of 
our very life, and will never, and can never, be 
forgotten. At first, you know, you never think 
of telling a story, you merely colour your statements, 
making them a very little stronger or weaker as 
you think they will best fit yourselves. You think 
what you say is quite true, though there is a little 
concealment of a point which would have made it 
seem that you were not quite so good, nor so un- 
selfish, as you seem from the greater part which you 
have told. It is very hard to learn not to overstate 
what we have to say of those around us, particularly 
if we don't love them much, and quite as hard to 
learn not to understate what we have to say about 

ourselves. Two persons ollesi ^^^ i\\ft same 
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events in such very different lights. Sometimes 
if another surpasses you at school, and gets above 
you, you may say you know he did it to spite 
you, instead of thinking that he did it from an 
honest wish to do his school lessons as he ought 
to do, and as his parents would like him, as has pro- 
bably been the case. To state matters correctly, 
we must learn to see things as they are ; and to 
see things as they are, we must in all circum- 
stances of life, whether in school, in the play- 
ground, or at business, try to keep ourselves 
calm and dispassionate. Nothing so distorts our 
ability to see anything as it is, as angry, passionate 
feelings, so that the angry boy and the evil man 
are necessarily untruthful They cannot help it 
They see things as their angry passions will allow 
them, and that is falsely. It is the gentle boy or 
girl, the good man or woman, who is able to see 
truly, because his even and controlled temper 
tries to see all things in accordance with his loving 
disposition ; thus it even excuses little lapses and 
errors in others, and is inclined to ^^vYEJ8.^'5^\!>a^l'^ 
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not been done wilfully and maliciously, and that 
they will not be done again. The good are in- 
clined to do so, because, as they would be sorry to 
behave so themselves, they do not like others to be 
thought naughty or unkind. The least colour of 
untruth, too, in our statements is like a letting in of 
water through a little hole in a dam. It has the 
whole ocean of falsities behind it pressing in, and 
though it may be easily stopped up at first, if it be 
allowed to go on, it will make a passage so laige 
that afterwards it will be most difficult to dose 
it up, and cut off the torrent ; but if no steps 
be taken at all, the small passage through which 
a few drops came trickling will become a channel 
as wide as a river, which it will be utterly impos- 
sible to close up, and which will flood our minds 
with false views of everything ; of ourselves, whom 
they would make supreme over all ; of our duty 
to our neighbour, which we shall consider only as 
a duty from them requiring no return ; of God and 
the future world, about which we shall think every- 

thing to be the very revetse oi ^\^\. \XS&» Xou all 
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know, I am sure, the story of George Washington 
and the cherry-tree, which his father had received 
as a present and valued most highly. Young 
George, going about whistling and swinging a 
hatchet, which he was trying on everything he 
came across, thoughtlessly cleft this tree. His 
father, very sorry to find it spoiled, was afterwards 
inquiring who had done it. George, who might 
possibly have concealed his guilt, presented him- 
self, saying, " I did it, father; it is I you have to 
punish." This is a little incident : you may think 
the blame, and consequently the punishment, 
due to his offence not so great as to make it 
heroic ; but what the boy learns in connection 
with little matters, he will continue to practice 
in connection with great matters. He makes the 
heroic man who will act like Algernon Sydney, 
who preferred to die rather than surrender his 
principles, and put his hand to a lie. Everything 
in the world goes on on the supposition that the 
truth will be told and followed; it is so in our 
friendships, it is so in busixie^%\ ^tA ^V&^'e^^x. 



the truth is broken, it is attended with very hurt- 
ful consequences. To act and speak the truth 
are required of us by the golden rule, and 
by the commandment, which says, "Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbour." 
When we depart from it there are so many grada-' 
tions before it seems to become very wicked, that 
we are apt to forget the former are but the begin- 
nings of the latter, and are sure to lead direct to 
them, and must therefore be avoided with the 
greatest care. Among the wicked who have no 
part in the holy city New Jerusalem, and who 
shall not enter therein, " he that maketh a lie " is 
specially named. Let every one of you, therefore, 
make up your minds to attend to this matter, and 
be truthful in all you say. By practising it your- 
selves you will help the spread of truth among 
others, and of happiness at the same time, and to 
practise it with thoroughness and success ourselves, 
we must begin, as we must begin all things, by 
doing so in those things which are least. 
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WHAT OUR AFFECTIONS ARE 
LIKE. 



You have been told that a man is a little world, 
and that everything in the great world around him 
corresponds to something in his mind, or in his will 
and understanding, which, you know, are the real 
man. I dare say you will remember that the will is 
where our affections reside in us, and that without 
the will we could not love, or desire, or wish for 
anything, and without the understanding we could 
not think anything, or be able to know whether any- 
thing was true or false. Both the will and under- 
standing receive life every moment from the Lord, 
who is Divine Love and Divine Wisdom. These not 
only flow into man, but also into all creation, and 
give life to all, but in different degrees, so that both 
men and animals have souls which are spiritual. 
In this world, however, they are clothed or 
covered with matter. Man \s s»o xck^Afc "Owax -^^^^xw 
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he dies or quits the natural world he continues to 
live in the spiritual world, which will then be his 
home for ever. Animals are not immortal, but are 
created for this world only ; so that when they die 
there is an end of them, as they are no longer recep- 
tacles of life. While here, each animal, according 
to its instinct or nature, represents or corresponds 
to some variety of the affections of man's nature 
in an active or living state, either good or bad. 

Some time ago I told you that our thoughts are 
like birds. I am now going to explain to you 
that our affections are like beasts or animals. 
The word "affection" has a variety of meanings. 
We generally associate it with love to our parents 
and others, and we are quite right ; but we cannot 
desire, hope, fear, or love anything, or do anything, 
until our affections have been brought into activity. 
We may do things which are either good or bad; 
and our affections are also of two kinds, good and 
bad. Both of these exist in great variety, — indeed, 
there are as many different affections as there are 
different species of animals. You will now see at 
once that clean and useful animals would represent 
our good affections, and unclean, savage, and cruel 
beasts our bad or evil ones. 
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As of course in our short address we cannot 
consider all the animals, we will select a few, and 
principally some of those named in the Bible 
which are well known to us, and in which we may 
perhaps be best able to trace resemblances to 
ourselves. 

Clean and useful animals may be divided into 
two general classes — beasts of the herd, such as 
cows and oxen, which correspond to our natural 
good dispositions, and animals of the flock, lambs 
and sheep corresponding to the love which we 
have, or ought to have, for each other, without any 
desire for presents or rewards. 

Sheep and cattle we see every day. The timid, 
harmless, loving ways of the sheep, and their 
great usefulness to man in supplying him with 
food and clothing, cause them to have the high 
correspondence we have just mentioned; and our 
Lord Himself is called the Good Shepherd, to 
denote that He takes care of and leads all those 
who possess such affections. Cattle are also useful 
to man in various ways, and from their gentle 
dispositions, their loving to be near each other 
when feeding, and their patience, represent our 
good natural affections. 
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The young of nearly all animals correspond to 
innocence; and children, as you know, are fre- 
quently called lambs, kittens, chicks, and other 
names by which the young of animals are known; 

Of the lion you all have seen pictures, and 

most of you have seen it alive in the Zoological 

Gardens ; but neither can give you a correct idea 

of it as it exists in its native forests. It is an 

animal of enormous strength. It has many good 

qualities, such as great courage, and it disdains to 

do mean things. In its natural state it does not, 

like the tiger and fox, destroy for the mere 

love of killing; but when it wants food, takes what 

it requires to satisfy its hunger, and does not cause 

needless sufifering to the animals, but kills them 

instantly. It is frequently mentioned in the Bible, 

both in a good and a bad sense. In a good sense 

the Lord is called the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

to signify the power of Divine Truth. In an 

opposite sense the lion signifies falsity in power, 

seeking to destroy the truth. The leopard and 

tiger are both* equally savage, fierce, cruel, and 

cunning, and kill harmless animals and even 

wan, from the mere love of slaying, whether 

they are hungry or not. TYv^ \^q^^x^ \ia& z. 
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yellowish skin and black spots, and the tiger has 
also a yellowish skin, but with black stripes. Such 
terrible beasts must have an evil correspondence, 
and they represent the passions which are shown 
in their habits and natures ; and while their black 
spots and stripes, mixed with the parts of their skins 
which are yellowish or whitish, adapt them to the 
broken lights of the forest, and make them more 
dangerous by helping to conceal them among the 
reeds and underwood, while waiting for their prey : 
so, spiritually, when the leopard is mentioned in 
the Bible, it signifies the truths of the Word falsified 
and destroyed, which is all the more dangerous on 
account of the mixture of truth and falsity repre- 
sented by the black and white spots. 

The bear you no doubt know very well by appear- 
ance, as there are several kinds in the Zoological 
Gardens. The White or Polar bear is to be found 
in its native state only in the Arctic regions, but the 
black and the brown bear exist in most parts of the 
world. The bear is a shaggy, surly beast; and 
prefers a solitary life, but all the varieties are not 
equally savage. It is mentioned in many places in 
the Bible, and has different significations, according 
to the subject treated of. T\iW \s ^^ y^^^ts^Ks^-^ 
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saying of people sometimes being " as sulky as a 
bear/' and if we once admit into our minds surly 
and savage affections, and do not strive to get rid 
of them, it is like having our good affections, our 
lambs and kids, within the clutches of a bear, 
which is tearing or squeezing them to death. 

The wolf is met with in all parts of the world. It 
is frequently referred to in the Bible, and always to 
indicate what is savage and ferocious, what is 
desirous of destroying that which is good and 
innocent You have heard of a wolf in sheep's 
clothing. We have seen that a sheep represents 
innocence and charity, or love to one another, and 
the wolf the principle of cruelty and the wish to 
destroy. Our Lord calls false prophets wolves 
in sheeps* clothing; because prophets are those 
who teach, and false prophets must be those who 
outwardly profess to teach the principles of 
charity, but inwardly seek to destroy those princi- 
ples as a wolf destroys the sheep. 

The wily fox all of us know by his sharp face, 

blinking eyes, and bushy tail, and those who have 

been near him, by his horrid smell. He lives alone, 

but the way in which he moves shows that he is 

cunning and treacherous, and ^\veivQvix\j3t\«>5iftji 
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Herod a fox, it was because the instincts of the 
fox were his ruling passions, and seen in the 
light of heaven, which shows everything correctly 
as it really is, he would be seen as such. 
Now, you must try, with all your little might, to 
avoid cunning. Moreover, it will never succeed 
in the end ; but, like the fox, you will be sure to 
be found out. The fox, doubtless, thinks that he is 
a very fine and clever fellow, but although he may 
manage to steal the lambs, hares, rabbits, and poul- 
try, and get away without being caught ; and also 
sometimes to evade the hunters, yet his nasty smell 
always tells where he is. He is the only beast of 
prey left in this country, and is no doubt suffered 
to remain solely on account of the sport in hunting 
him. 

Dogs, I dare say, you think you know all 
about, as you see them every day, and I hope 
you are always kind to them. But the number 
and variety of dogs are wonderful. Dogs that 
have no masters and are untrained are worthless. 
They bark at they know not what, bite those they 
do not know, eat almost everything, whether it be 
clean or dirty, and do all kinds of nasty things. 
When, however, they are taw^X. ox Xxivc^s.^^ \a^^!Cw 
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care of, and treated kindly, they become obedient, 
docile, affectionate, and of service to man in 
various ways, as sheep dogs, watch dogs, and 
hunting dogs, including the famous bloodhound, 
which will trace a person, either friend or foe, 
by the scent, after being allowed to smell his 
clothes, or where he has been. The Tartars, 
and other tribes in the northern regions, keep dogs 
for drawing sledges on the snow, and on the Con- 
tinent large dogs are bred in order to drag carts 
of milk and vegetables and other things about 
the streets. In this country they were also used 
for that purpose many years ago, but as they were 
sometimes treated cruelly, an Act of Parliament was 
passed to prevent them from being employed in this 
way. Dogs are mentioned many times in the Bible, 
where they have different significations, according 
to the subject treated of. Those who talk a good 
deal about nothing, or of that of which they know 
nothing, are like the nasty barking curs which 
we often see. All dogs have a very disagreeable 
scent proceeding from them, and this, in addition 
to the qualities of the untrained dogs just referred 
to, cause them to represent very low principles of 

the Auman mind. Moreovei, 4og& ^^\.n wj ^^^e!&^^ 
ISO 
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and after they have gorged themselves hide away 
what they cannot eat, and for this reason they 
represent those persons who like to be always 
eating and drinking, just to gratify their animal 
appetites. Among the diseases peculiar to dogs, 
they are sometimes afflicted with madness, and any 
one bitten by a mad dog gets a terrible illness called 
hydrophobia (the meaning of which is a dread of 
water), and, when not cured of it, dies in great 
agony. Now, we should shun the low desires 
represented by untrained dogs and their greedy 
nature, as we would a mad dog, or, if not, we 
shall spiritually be afflicted with hydrophobia, and 
detest truth (to which water corresponds), and 
thereby injure, if not destroy, our souls. There 
are, however, very few things that are entirely evil, 
and dogs, like most other animals and things, have 
a double correspondence, good and bad. Dogs 
are sometimes mentioned in the Scriptures in a 
good sense, as in the case of the dogs that licked 
the sores of Lazarus, and of those which ate the 
crumbs that fell from their masters* table. 

The pig, or swine, is a filthy and greedy animal 
that feeds on all kinds of refuse. It delights to lie 
about in dirty places, and tii^ txpt^^ivat^'''' "as. ^SnsN:^ 
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as a pig" is well known. You will see, therefore, 
that it must have a bad correspondence, which 
was the reason that the Jews were forbidden to 
eat its flesh. The Lord says, "Cast not your 
pearls before swine," in order to teach us that the 
beautiful truths represented by pearls cannot be 
esteemed by those who delight in low and nasty 
desires, and if offered to such persons they will 
trample them under their feet, that is to say, will 
place them beneath the filthy desires they delight 
in. 

Probably some of you never imagined that your 
minds were like the world, or the earth, in which, 
among other things, beasts of all kinds exist, but 
it is so. We care for and protect the good and 
useful animals, but we war against and try to 
destroy and confine all the wild and ferocious 
ones. You can easily see that the animals we 
have mentioned cannot live together; nor can 
good affections and evil affections dwell happily 
together in the same mind, as each will be striv- 
ing for the mastery, especially the evil ones, and 
you may be quite sure that if tigers and wolves 
irere put into a fold with lambs and sheep, the 
former would very soon eaA. xx^ ^^ ^a5C«x. It is 
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precisely so with our affections. If we have pure, 
kind, innocent, and charitable affections like lambs, 
sheep, calves, and oxen, they will very soon be 
destroyed and banished from our minds if we 
encourage nasty, cruel, and savage affections like 
swine, wolves, and leopards. 

Most of you are at present very young, and you 
jump and skip about like lambs, kids, and calves. 
By and by, however, you will sober down, and I 
hope you will then possess those gentle and loving 
affections represented by sheep and oxen. As 
you grow older you will find yourselves tempted 
to do naughty and nasty things, like the fox 
and the swine, or cruel things, like the wolf, or to 
become very passionate, and wish to injure those 
with whom you are angry, like the leopard and 
tiger.. When so tempted the best antidote you 
can have is to remember some of the verses you 
have learned from the Bible. You must not, 
however, expect to escape altogether from the 
attacks of these wicked passions, — these savage 
animals within us, — because we all have them 
in us to some extent, either in a sleeping or in 
an active state. No one in this world is perfectly 
good; all have evils to ovetcom^^ ^xA'Ccv^.n^x^ 
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object of being placed here is to cast these evils 
from us, and so prepare ourselves for heaven, 
where all are kind, gentle, and loving. 

You will remember that in the Old Testament 
very particular directions are given to the Israel- 
ites as to the animals they were to offer in 
sacrifice, and also as to the animals which they 
might and might not eat. Now, what is written in 
the Bible applies to all men for all time, and every 
part of it contains a spiritual meaning for our 
instruction. Everything in the Israelitish Church 
was representative of higher and spiritual things. 
By sacrifices are meant worship, and when the 
people were commanded to offer oxen, sheep, 
goats, and the other animals named, it means that 
we who read the Word at this day, are to offer to 
the Lord not animals, but the affections of our 
minds, which those animals represent The Bible 
is most particular in stating that they must be 
clean animals; be without blemish, that is, spot- 
less, not deformed, nor suffering from any illness. 
No unclean beast was to be offered, to teach us 
that no impure love should be mixed up with our 
religious devotions. In a similar way the animals 

which the children oi lsTaL^\ ^«t^ ^N^sCw^dx^ to 
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eat are carefully enumerated, and all were to be 
clean animals. The reason for this is, that what 
we eat nourishes our bodies, and, spiritually con- 
sidered, the implantation in the mind, of the 
affections represented .by the clean animals, 
nourishes our souls. The rules also mentioned in 
the Bible for distinguishing the clean animals 
from the unclean, show us the way to tell the 
difference between good affections and bad ones. 

There are many kinds of animals which are 
harmless and gentle, but which run about wild, 
like deer and antelopes. These represent external 
affections as compared with the interior good affec- 
tions represented by sheep and lambs. In all 
cases the quality of the aflfections is known from 
the habits and uses of the animals. 

A good deal might be said as to the uses of 
beasts, either as food, or for carrying or pulling 
^burdens, like the elephant, camel, horse, ass, and 
mule. A few words may also be said as to the 
likeness between the birds and beasts which repre- 
sent thoughts and affections of the same kind, 
such as the sheep and the dove, the lion and 
the eagle, the tiger and the vulture, the fox and 
the magpie, the camel and the ostrich^ the do^^x^d 
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the parrot, the cat and the owl, the calf and the cock 
and hen. It may possibly afford you some amuse- 
ment to work out those and others for yourselves. 
There is a passage in Isaiah which says, " The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together ; and 
a little child shall lead them." It seems very 
remarkable that the wolf, which is the opposite of 
innocence, and wishes to destroy it, and the 
leopard, which is the reverse of charity or neigh- 
bourly love, should dwell and lie down with 
animals representing the principles of innocence 
and charity, but, it is added, "a little child shall 
lead them,'* a little child symbolizing the highest 
state of innocence and love to the Lord. The 
passage teaches us that none of the evils and falses 
represented by savage beasts can hurt those who 
live a good life, and in their dealings with others 
act out the dispositions corresponding to the in- 
nocence and love of little children. 
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THE GREAT BIRTHDAY. 



The great birthday of which I am now going to 
talk to you, is the birthday of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which we know best by the name of Christ- 
mas Day. It is, above all others, the great birth- 
day, because every other birth that has ever taken 
place in the world has been that of a man only 
like ourselves ; but this day records the birth into 
the world of God Himself. This day therefore 
comes fitly to renew our sense of thanksgiving for 
the blessings which His Coming has conferred 
upon us, and to keep us in mind of the great 
work which He wrought for us. 

Birthdays are very frequently kept, indeed are 
almost universally kept in England, as family cele- 
brations. Each of you, however small and however 
young, can remember having your own birthday 
kept, and receiving presents from papa and mamma 
and others, and of helping to kee^ tKos,^ <^€ -^^va. 



brothers and sisters, or of your father and mother. 
On such an occasion, although you have done 
nothing great, nothing even very good, all your 
relations and friends rejoice with you, and bring 
you little presents to show their love for you. You 
like birthda)rs ; you wish yours would come round 
oftener than once a year ; you would like to have 
it twice or thrice, and to have the same good things 
and the same happiness and rejoicing in connection 
with it But though your own does not come very 
often, others in the family come, and you share in 
them. When father's or mother's comes round, 
you do your best to show how happy you are, and 
to give them a little present to show how much 
you love them, though it may be bought with the 
very pence you have received from them. 

In addition to these, there are many other birth- 
days, which are kept for other reasons, chiefly from 
admiration of the great talent of well-known persons, 
and to keep alive the memory of what they have 
done for you and the rest of mankind. Thus in 
almost every town there are birthdays celebrated, 
not every year, but at longer or shorter intervals, 
of those who have done most to help the extension 

of trade there, or wViO Yia\^ ^\N^\i>OaKajL^^£«&^QY 
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museums, or picture galleries, or who have built 
schools or churches for the benefit of the poor. 
Sometimes statues are erected to them in their 
native towns, and their fellow-townsmen are very 
proud of them, and of the work they have done, 
and the gifts they have made. They are no longer 
there personally, but thip good which they have done 
keeps their name know^ and makes their memory 
loved. 

There are still more widely-kept birthdays than 
these; national birthdays, to celebrate the ^bene- 
factors of a nation. These are held at great dis- 
tances apart, because, were all kept, every day might 
be devoted to holiday and rejoicing, and that you 
know would never do. There are those of the great 
soldiers and brave sailors who have saved the nation 
from its foreign enemies, and kept it free and inde- 
pendent There are those of the men who have 
made wonderful inventions, by which we all benefit 
every day we live ; of the many brave men who 
have devoted their lives to improve the condition 
of their less fortunate fellow-men, and to make their 
lives happier, to educate them, and teach them 
religion, and to live as religion requites tK^^s^ 
to do. In the birthdays ot \5cv^^^ i5\ ^^^ ^^'asR^'v^ 
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take part, and thus to honour their "goodness and 
greatness. 

But birthdays take even a wider circle than that 
of a nation. There are many which are held far 
beyond the nation which claims the great men as 
their countrymen. Those are the birthdays of our 
great authors, of our great poets, and musicians, 
and artists; for these can be read, loved, and 
honoured wherever poetry, art, and music are 
known. These are the most universal. The artist 
gives pleasure by his paintings to all who love art, 
whether they be his countrymen or not. The 
musician stirs the heart of all who are able to 
value true music ; for // is the property not of a 
nation but of mankind And so it is with poetry, 
though it may have to be translated into another 
language. We all therefore think it fit and proper 
to rejoice in the birthdays of these, to do them 
homage, and admire their works. 

You see, then, that this has become a way in 

which we show our love for a person, or in which 

we commemorate the uses he has done for the 

world, the truths he has taught us, or the goodness 

of character he has showxi. Bvit if this is the 

way in which we celebrate omx fe\\cyN-m^xi,>3Qp^^\>. 
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see at once Why we have so much more reason to 
rejoice when the birthday of the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes round. If we show our admiration in this 
way for the goodness and greatness of our fellow- 
men, and our sense of the benefits which we have 
received from them, how much more ought we to 
rejoice in the birth of God Himself as a man, and 
in the wise things He spoke to us while in the 
world, in the good deeds He did here, and in the 
great benefits which we, and all men who have 
lived in the world since He did, enjoy from the 
work of His life. 

I must now tell you what the Lord did, for us 
and for all, while He lived in the world. You 
know how brave we think a man to be, and how 
much we look up to any one who perils his own 
life and limbs to rescue one single person from a 
fire or from being drowned. Boys feel quite 
stirred by instances of this kind. But to save 
from bodily suffering and bodily death is much 
less noble, is much less admirable, than to save 
a fellow-creature from spiritual suffering and from 
spiritual death; for spiritual suffering is sin, and 
spiritual death is our complete surrender to evil 
passions. It is grand Xo \ife ?C^"^ \.o ^"^^^ '«52ksn^ 
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suffering, but it is like God to save from evil ; for 

physical suffering, however long it may last, is after 

all but temporary, and we shall put it off with our 

bodies, but evil is an injury to the soul, which, if 

not cured, will cause suffering for ever and ever. 

The law hereafter will be that goodness brings 

happiness to the person who has it, because it 

seeks to do good to all around ; but that evil brings 

suffering and misery to him who has it, because it 

seeks to inflict suffering to all around. You see, 

therefore, how great a work it must be to save a 

single man from becoming evil, to save a single soul 

from spiritual death. But the Lord came to save 

all men from this spiritual suffering and from this 

spiritual death; not those only who were living 

while He was, but all who have lived since, all who 

are living now, all who will live hereafter. For 

men had at the Lord's Coming becomel so wicked, 

that heaven and the angels had lost their power 

over them, and had been driven far away from them, 

and the power of hell and of the evil who make it 

had become so great — and because so great, so 

near them — that men were losing the power and 

S-eedom to become good, and thus fit themselves 

for the end for which they wex^ cieaX.^^A^'^^^^^^ 
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happy in heaven for ever. Perhaps you will un- 
derstand this better if you remember that whatever 
you dislike, you are inclined to put away from you 
and oppose, but, spiritually, what you dislike is far 
away, and is hated and disobeyed, even though it 
be good which would bring you happiness; and 
you know whatever we love we like to try and have 
near us, and to act in accordance with it, but, spiri- 
tually, what we love is near us, and has power 
with us, even though it be evil which will cause us 
suffering. All men at that time loved evil, and 
consequently had evil and evil, spirits near them ; 
and God and the good angels seemed, because 
men did not love them, to be removed far away 
from men, and to have lost their power over them 
to lead them to goodness, and by it to heaven and 
happiness. To do His great work the Lord suffered 
more dreadful temptations than you can yet under- 
stand. He lived through childhood and youth, and 
reached manhood, living like us, doing His duty in 
all things, feeling tempted at times as we are, but 
always without yielding to any evil. Finally, He 
began His public life, suffered all the evils of hell 
to attack Him, as indicated by His temptations 
and sufferings in the m\deiii^^^ ^tAycl^^ ';^5$^^xv\ 
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but He resisted them all, and drove every form of 

evil and falsity back, conquered and beaten, to its 

own proper abode. In this way He has restored 

freedom to man, so that we can again freely 

choose to live the life which will fit us for His 

happy kingdom. The Lord leaves man always 

free to do so : to force him to it would be to 

take from him what gives value to his acts as 

a man. Whilst the Lord therefore has power 

with men, they are quite free; but when the 

evil have power they are no longer free, because 

it is the very nature of evil to reduce others to 

bondage. This freedom has now been restored to 

men by the Lord, and will be preserved for ever. 

But the Lord did more than that. He resisted 

every evil we shall ever have to fight against, and 

that in a much greater degree than we shall 

ever be tried by, and He resisted them all 

successfully. All our power to do good is, you 

know, from Him ; all our power to resist evil is 

also from Him ; and we can be quite certain that 

the power we need can be given to us, because 

He has Himself used it in an infinite way in re- 

sisting His own so much greater temptations. We 

have, therefore, confidence m OMt i)c;\)i^vj \.^\^i\^\;^'^ 
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the Lord's help, all that would tempt us to evil, and 
the Lord is now nearer to us to help us to do so. 

But you know, since the first engine was made, 
there has been no difficulty in making others ; 
and after every discovery, we are all able to 
share in the benefits it gives, and to imitate 
the work of the discoverer. Men's faculty for 
imitation is very great: most of our education 
consists of imitation. Why we learn to speak 
English here and not French, is because we have 
English to copy and not French. Why in 
France they learn French and not English like us, 
is due to the same reason, they hear French only, 
and have only French to copy. We know how 
to do a thing, or we can learn how to do a thing, 
after we have seen it done. Our Lord's life, there- 
fore, has a further and not less important lesson 
for us. His life is our great example. He lived 
a perfectly holy life. He kept the commandments. 
He did good to all amidst much persecution. He 
was meek and lowly, He returned good for evil, 
and died praying for those who had put Him to 
death. This is the example which we should keep 
ever before our eyes, and which in our imperfect 
manner we ought ever Xo s\xv\^ \o C5i>v5* 



I think you now see that in connection with our 
Lord's birthday, we are able to regard it in a great 
number of ways. We may hold it as a family 
celebration, as the birthday of our Heavenly Father, 
of Him who looks after us, whatever our age may 
be, with an anxiety for our well-being which is 
greater than that of the fondest parent, though we 
think our parents worthy of honour for it so very 
much; who has showered upon us all the bless- 
ings we enjoy, the happy home, the plentiful food 
and clothes, the books, the school, and playmates 
and playthings, and our loving parents themselves. 
All are gifts from God to us, and instances of His 
loving care as our Heavenly Father. 

The blessings which we attribute to the good and 
the great are all from the Lord through them : 
had He not given talents to them, they could 
not have given pleasure to us. The inventors 
and their inventions, the poets and their poetry, 
the musicians and their music, all have come 
in His good time, when He saw it would be for 
their own benefit and for ours. What therefore 
we attribute to them, we must ever remember they 
merely hold as a gift from Him, and to Him pro- 
perly, not to them except as ll\s\Tis\rv«x\R».\.^^^\^ 
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we indebted for all that is good and true and 
useful. He therefore is the great benefactor of 
our town and country, as all the comforts and pro- 
sperity we enjoy are of His giving. We celebrate 
our soldiers and sailors who have preserved our 
country in freedom from our enemies; but the 
work the Lord did, the war He waged, the triumph 
He gained, was infinitely greater, for it redeemed, 
not a single nation merely, but all mankind from 
a slavery and a tyranny greater than any that any 
mere worldly power can impose, from a slavery 
and a tyranny exercised by evil and evil spirits. 

The next thing to enquire is how we can hold the 
birthday of the Lord our Creator and Redeemer in 
a fitting manner, in a manner which will be worthy of 
Him, worthy of the great work He effected, and of 
the benefits we derive from it Surely not simply 
by enjoying an extra good dinner, and being very 
happy, and well pleased with each other ; that is all 
right, but it is not all. When the birthday of one 
of our brothers, or sisters, or friends comes round, 
we don't show that our affection is very great to- 
wards him merely by eating a good dinner our- 
selves; that would not show him that we felt any 
love for him, would it"? "V^Yi-aX ^'Ci^^ ^^Sss^ •^s>ax 



purpose ? Why, we show it, perhaps at some priva- 
tion to ourselves, but we think we show it best 
by making him a present And that is what we 
ought especially to do on the birthday of our 
Saviour. The next thing you will like to know, 
will be how you can do that? You can't buy a 
book for that purpose, or anything of that kind, of 
course. Then how can we possibly do it, you 
will say ? Well, let us turn to the Bible and see 
if it can tell us. You know the Bible is meant to 
tell us everj'thing we have to do in our life here, and 
it ought to tell us, too, how we can make a present 
to the Lord Jesus, when His birthday comes round, 
though I am afraid you don't feel certain that it 
will. But if we turn to the second chapter of Mat- 
thew, we shall read — " Now, when Jesus was bom 
in Bethlehem of Judaea, in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east 
to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is bom 
King of the Jews ? for we have seen His star in the 
east, and are come to worship Him. And, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the young Child 
was. When they saw t\\e slax, they rejoiced with 

exceeding great joy. And vftv^ii xlt^e^ ^^^^ cwsjkft. 
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into the house, they saw the young Child with 
Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped 
Him : and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frank- 
incense, and myrrh" (verses i, 2, 9-1 1). 

You see, in honour of the Lord's first birthday, 
presents were brought Him by wise men : and the 
presents which we should bring ought to be the 
same ; we, too, should bring gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. These we should bring spiritually. You 
know they represent something we all possess, or 
may possess. Though you may be unable to bring 
natural gold, you may be able to bring the love 
which it corresponds to, which is spiritual gold, 
and to place it at His service by being kind and 
helpful to all around you. You may never have 
seen frankincense and myrrh, which are perfumes, 
but you may be able to bring what they represent, 
reverend feelings of worship to His house of prayer. 
You may not be able to do much, you may think, 
but your parents do not estimate your little presents 
to them by the price they cost, but as instances of 
your love for them, and of your willingness to obey 
and honour them : and so it is with our Heavenly 
Father. It is the quaVvty oi ^oxa l^€iJi5v'^\ss^'«.^^ 



Him ; it is the greatness of your desire to do as He 
would like you to do, not your very small ability to 
do so, that He will judge your love to Him by. 
Your present, too, must be something of your own; 
all your possessions are but gifts to you from Him ; 
but whatever talent He may have given you, will, 
if you freely offer it to Him and devote it to His 
service, become ^^«r gift to Him, and be prized 
by Him for the spiritual quality of the love 
which prompted your gift, not for the value of 
the gift itself, just as a sweetmeat, or something 
a penny piece may purchase, may prove the deep- 
est love which the child is capable of feeling. The 
love is the Divine quality, the natural gift is but 
its poor indication; but though the act be small 
and imperfect, the Lord knows its full value, and of 
one so doing He shall say, " He that is faithful in 
that which is least, is faithful also in much." 
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